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CRiMinaL Law MoCk TRiaL: 
Role pRepaRaTion

PreParing for a Mock Trial 
Mock trials are designed to help you learn more 
about the criminal justice system. Many of you may 
have some idea about what a criminal trial is from 
what you have seen on television or in movies. Some 
of what you have seen might be accurate, but a lot 
of what is shown in courtroom dramas is not. In an 
actual trial many witnesses say things that are not 
planned, and lawyers have to think quickly on their 
feet.

Now is your moment to try out playing one of the 
many important roles in the criminal trial process. 
Get into character and have fun with it. Those of you 
who are lawyers and witnesses will have a lot of work 
to do up front. Others who are judges, jury members 
and court staff will play an important role on the day 
of the trial.

For each oJEn criminal mock 
trial, there are three packages:

 » Mock Trial scenario 
 » Role preparation package
 » Justice sector Volunteer 
package

Youth need the scenario and 
Role preparation packages. 
Justice sector volunteers/
teachers/organizers need all 
three packages. 
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TiMe charT for a criMinal law Mock Trial

Clerk calls to order 1 min
Clerk asks the accused, Crown and Defence to stand, reads charge, enter pleas, 
and introduces parties 3 mins
cRown case:
Crown opening statement 3 mins
Crown direct examination Crown witness 1 4 mins
Defence cross-examination 4 mins
Crown direct examination Crown witness 2 4 mins
Defence cross-examination 4 mins
Defence case:
Defence opening statement 3 mins
Defence direct examination Defence witness 1 4 mins
Crown cross-examination 4 mins
Defence direct examination Defence witness 2 4 mins
Crown cross-examination 4 mins
closing aRguMenTs:
Defence closing arguments 3 mins
Crown closing arguments 3 mins
Judge instructs Jury (if there is a jury. if not, judge deliberates and renders a 
verdict – 12 minutes) 2 mins
Jury deliberates and gives verdict (if there is a jury) 10 mins
Judge gives feedback and discuses trial process etc. 10 mins
ToTal 70 mins
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courTrooM eTiqueTTe and ProTocol
The courtroom is a formal setting, and there are some specific etiquette rules to 
follow that may not be familiar to you.  here are some pointers:

• When facing the judge, counsel for the accused usually sits at the table to the 
left and counsel for the crown sits at the table to the right.

• When the judge enters, all counsel, and everyone else in the courtroom, must 
stand-up. counsel then bow to the judge.  Sit down when the clerk instructs 
everyone to do so.

• When you are getting ready to address the judge, either stand at your table, 
or by the podium (if there is one). Wait until the judge seems ready to pro-
ceed.  The judge may nod or may say that you can proceed.  If you are not 
sure, ask the judge if you may proceed. 

• The first counsel to address the court should introduce other counsel.  For ex-
ample, you might say “[name] appearing for the crown; my colleague [name] 
is also appearing for the crown” or “my friends [name] and [name] appear for 
the accused”.  

• every other counsel should introduce themselves again before starting to ad-
dress the court.

• If it is not your turn to address the judge, pay attention to what is happening. 
Take notes that you can use during your submissions or closing statements.

• Try not to distract the judge. If you need to talk with your co-counsel, write a 
note.

• Stand every time you are addressing or being addressed by the judge.

• refer to your co-counsel as “my colleague” or “my co-counsel”.  Opposing 
counsel should be referred to as “my friend” or “counsel for [position or name 
of the client]”.

• address the judge formally.  refer to each judge as “Justice [name]” or simply 
as “Justice”.  
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• Do not interrupt the judge, and if a judge inter-
rupts you stop immediately, and wait until they 
are finished before replying.  Never interrupt or 
object while an opposing counsel is addressing 
the judge.  Wait until you are specifically asked by 
the judge to respond to a point argued by oppos-
ing counsel. 

• If the judge asks you a question, take your time 
to think about it before replying. If you do not 
hear the question, or are confused by it, ask the 
judge to repeat or restate the question.  If you 
do not know the answer, say so. Once a question 
has been answered, pick up from where you were 
before the  question.

ReMeMbeR To: 
 » Speak clearly
 » Use an appropriate volume
 » Try not to say “um”, “ah” or 
“okay”
 » Do not go too fast



5 © 2009  |  ojen.caA  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h  e d u c At i o n  A n d  d i A l o g u e

C r i m i n a l  l aw  m o C k  T r i a l    r o l e  P r e PA r At i o n
p

r
e

p
a

r
a

T
IO

N
: 

l
a

W
y

e
r

S

role PreParaTion for crown and defence lawyers 
as a defence lawyer you represent the accused.

as a crown attorney you represent the government and the public. 

During the trial, lawyers for both sides give: 

• Opening and closing statements;

• Direct examination of your own witnesses; and 

• cross-examinations of the other side’s witnesses.

The crown will make its opening statement and call its witnesses first. The de-
fence goes next with its opening statement and witnesses.

The defence gives its closing arguments first. The crown goes second. 

How To prepare an opening sTaTemenT: 
• Become familiar with your witnesses’ fact sheets.

• Select which facts should be included in the opening statement.  Include the 
central facts to your case that are not likely to be challenged by the other 
side.  

• Stick to facts.  The facts are what will paint the picture for the judge. 

• check with the lawyer writing the closing arguments for your side, to make 
sure that both the opening and closing arguments are very similar, and cover 
the same facts.

• When giving the opening arguments, try to speak in short, clear sentences.  
Be brief and to the point.

• have notes handy to refresh your memory.

• remember that the opening statement is very brief but gives an overview of 
your case.
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How To prepare for direCT examinaTion:
• Write down all the things that your side is trying to prove.

• read the witness’ testimony carefully, several times over.

• Make a list of all the facts in the witness’ testimony that help your case.  

• put a star beside the most important facts that you must make sure that your 
witness talks about. For example an important fact for the crown might be if 
your witness saw the actual crime take place.  

• create questions to ask the witness that will help the witness tell a story:

• Start with questions that will let the witness tell the court who s/he is (“What 
is your name?  What do you do?  how long have you worked in that job?”)

• Move to the events in question (“What were you doing on the night in ques-
tion?  Where were you?  When did you first hear there was a problem?”)

• Move to more specific questions (“What did you see?  What did you do after 
that happened?)  

• remember not to ask leading questions.

• When your witness is on the stand, do not be afraid to ask a question twice, 
using different words, if you do not get the answer you were expecting.  

How To prepare for Cross-examinaTion:
• Make a list of all the facts in the witness’ testimony that hurt your case. 

• If there are a lot of facts that don’t help your case, can you find a way to chal-
lenge the witness’ credibility?  For example can you show that the witness 
made a mistake or has a reason for not telling the truth?

• put a star beside the facts you must make the witness talk about.  

• Write short leading questions that move towards the key points you want to 
make.  

• Depending on what the witnesses’ say you might need to come up with dif-
ferent questions on the spot during the trial.
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How To prepare Closing sTaTemenTs:
• Write down your key arguments and summarize the important facts you 

want to stick in the judge and jury’s mind.

• When delivering the closing arguments, try to speak in short, clear sentences.  
Be brief and to the point.

• Only summarize evidence that actually was given at trial. This may mean you 
have to re-write your closing arguments on the spot during the trial.

• Where a witness for the other side admitted something important to your 
case, point that out.  For example:  “The witness says she identified Mr. Smith 
as the man who broke into the car.  however, she admitted that she was 
standing three blocks away from the car when she made the identification.  
She admitted that it was dark out.  There is a real doubt that the witness 
actually could have identified anyone, let alone someone she had never met 
before, in the circumstances.”

• check with the lawyer writing the opening statements for your side, to make 
sure that both the opening and closing statements are very similar, and cover 
the same facts.
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role PreParaTion for Judge
a judge’s role is to:

• Be a referee and explain to the jury what the law is.

• If a lawyer objects to a question by another lawyer, decide whether or not the 
witness must answer the question.

• at the end of the trial, summarize what the law and evidence is relating to 
this case.

• If it is a jury trial, instruct the jury who then decides if the accused is guilty or 
not. 

• If the accused is found guilty decide what the sentence will be.

role PreParaTion for Jury
a jury’s role is to:

• listen to all of the evidence without making any decisions until the end of 
the trial about the guilt or innocence of the accused 

• listen to the judge describe the evidence and what the law is 

• elect a Foreperson (spokesperson) to head the jury and give the final decision

• Talk about the evidence with other jurors behind closed doors, then vote on 
the guilt or innocence of the accused

• come up with a decision that all jurors agree on
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role PreParaTion for courT clerk
your role is to help the judge to make sure that the trial runs smoothly.  you will:

1. Open the court

2. read the charge to the accused and ask him to plead guilty or not guilty

3. Swear in the witnesses

4. adjourn the court for a recess

5. close the courts

1. How To open THe CourTs:
When all participants are in their places, you will bring in the judge and say:

Order in the court, all rise please. 

after the judge has entered and sat down you say:

Court is now in session, please be seated.

2. How To read THe CHarges:
To prepare this section, please refer to the Mock Trial Scenario for the mock trial 
you are participating in. Insert the particulars of the accused and charge(s) from 
the Information into the script below.

Stand and say:

[Name of accused] who is a young person within the meaning of the Youth 
Criminal Justice Act, is charged that [s/he], on or about the ** day of *** 
20**, in the City of **, did [insert particulars of charge] contrary to section 
*** of the ***.
[Name of accused], how do you plead to this charge? Guilty or not guilty?

If there is more than one charge, add the following for each charge:

And further, that [Name of accused], who is a young person within the 
meaning of the Youth Criminal Justice Act, is further charged that he, on 
or about the **th day of *** 20**, in the City of *** did [insert particulars of 
charge] contrary to section *** of the ***.
[Name of accused], how do you plead to this charge? Guilty or not guilty?
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3. How To swear in wiTnesses:
If either one of the lawyers calls a witness during the trial then ask them to enter 
the witness box (closest to the reporter) and you will swear them in by saying:

Will you please state your name for the court? Please spell your first and 
last name.

a witness can either affirm (promise) or swear on a holy book, to tell the truth. 
ask the witness:

Do you wish to affirm or swear on a holy book?

If the witness chooses to affirm, you ask: 

Do you solemnly affirm that the evidence you are about to give, shall be 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

If the witness chooses to swear on a holy book, you ask: 

Do you swear that the evidence you are about to give shall be the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

4. How To adjourn THe CourT for a reCess:
after both the crown and the Defence have made their closing arguments, the 
judge may recess before giving their verdict/sentence.  

When the judge is ready to adjourn, s/he will announce that the court is going 
to recess for            minutes (usually 10 or 15 minutes but the judge will say the 
length of the break).

When ready to adjourn, you stand and say:

All rise please.  Court is in recess for                 minutes.

When the Judge is ready to return, you enter the courtroom and say:

Order in court all rise.

When the judge has sat down you say:

Court is now reconvened. Please be seated.

5. Closing THe CourT:
after the lawyers have made their closing arguments and the Jury has given its 
decision, then the court is closed and you will say:

All rise please. Court is adjourned for the day.
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role PreParaTion for courT services officer
your role is to:

• Bring the accused into the courtroom. 

• help the judge in keeping order in the courtroom.

• Making sure the accused and the Jury are not threatened during the trial.

• escort the accused/witnesses to the witness box.

• you can prepare for your role by reviewing the background documents and 
understanding what will happen during the trial.

• The judge will expect you to escort anyone who becomes too loud or is not 
behaving out of the courtroom.

role PreParaTion for courT arTisT
In canadian courts, cameras are not allowed in the trial level courtroom. your 
job is to sketch what is taking place in the courtroom for record keeping and for 
reporting to the public. perhaps your sketches might appear in the newspaper or 
on TV news.

Divide up the roles so that one of you is:

• Sketching the witnesses.

• Sketching the crown and defence lawyers in action.



12 © 2009  |  ojen.caA  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h  e d u c At i o n  A n d  d i A l o g u e

C r i m i n a l  l aw  m o C k  T r i a l    r o l e  P r e PA r At i o n
p

r
e

p
a

r
a

T
IO

N
: 

p
r

e
S

S

role PreParaTion for MeMbers of The Press  
Things for you to think about reporting on:

• What is the name of the case?

• Who are the people involved? 

• Which court is the trial taking place in?

• Is it a judge and a jury or just a judge?

• What things are you not allowed to report because the accused is a youth?

• Why is a trial taking place?

• What crime(s) is the accused charged with?

• What are the key facts?

• What is the outcome / decision?

Is there anything you want to ask the crown and Defence lawyers about after the 
case?

are there any other things you want to say in general in your article about these 
particular types of charges?


