
 
Combating Hat red in  the  2 1 st Century 

 
 

Domestic Implications  of International 
Issues & Events 
Biographies and Clip Summaries 
 

The Honourable Irwin Cotler:   The Ideology of Hate 
 
Speaker  Pro f i le:  Law Professor, Constitutional and Comparative Law Scholar, 
International Human Rights Lawyer, Counsel to prisoners of conscience, NGO Head, Public 
Intellectual, Community Leader and Peace Activist, Member of Parliament since 1999, 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Opposition Critic for Human Rights – 
Irwin Cotler has been variously described in these roles and responsibilities as being at 
the forefront of the struggle for justice, peace and human rights.  Professor Cotler is a 
distinguished academic and a prominent human rights lawyer, whose dedication to 
humanitarian causes has earned him the Order of Canada among many other awards.  
Maclean's magazine has referred to Mr. Cotler as “Counsel for the Oppressed.” 

 
Cl ip  S ummar y:   In this clip, Mr. Cotler discusses the ideology of hate and the 
demoralization of others as well as the state sponsored teaching of contempt.  He reminds 
us that the Holocaust began with words and asks how far we can take free speech. 
 

Paul Cavalluzzo:   International Human Rights Issues 
 
Speaker  Pro f i le:  LLB (Osgoode) LLM (Harvard), LSM. Counsel in the areas of 
constitutional, administrative, labour, and human rights law, Mr. Cavalluzzo appears 
before all levels of Ontario courts and the Supreme Court of Canada. Mr. Cavalluzzo  has 
argued national security issues before the Federal Court of Canada, and was Lead 
Commission Counsel to the Arar Inquiry and the Walkerton Inquiry. 

 
Cl ip  S ummar y:  Mr. Cavalluzzo discusses specific instances of our foreign relations as 
they pertain to the human rights policies of other countries.  He specifically addresses the 
Arar inquiry. 
 
 



 
Combating Hat red in  the  2 1 st Century 

 
 
Natalie  Poirier:   Identity Stripping,  Marginalization,  & Alie nation 
 
Speaker  Pro f i le:  Natalie Poirier is a Policy Analyst for the Government of Canada, 
currently heading up a project on religious pluralism and public policy.  She specializes in 
non-traditional analyses of conflict, genocide, and intercultural identity. Previously, she 
has worked for the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade and the UK 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. Ms. Poirier is also an independent consultant. 
Cl ip  S ummar y:  Ms. Poirier asks us to consider the way in which identity contributes to 
the problem of hatred.  She explores the way in which identity stripping is made possible 
and how marginalization and alienation can be seen as forms of hatred. 
 

Alex Neve:   Human Dignity in a  Rights-Based Society 
 
Speaker  Pro f i le:  Alex Neve has been Secretary General of Amnesty International Canada 
since January 2000. He has been a member of Amnesty for over twenty years, having 
joined when he  a student at Dalhousie University. He has worked for the organization 
nationally and internationally in a number of different roles.  He has appeared before 
various UN human rights bodies, Canadian parliamentary committees and has 
represented Amnesty International at numerous international meetings.  He is a lawyer, 
with a Master’s Degree in International Human Rights Law from the University of Essex in 
the United Kingdom, and undergraduate commerce and law degrees from Dalhousie. 

 
Cl ip  S ummar y:  Mr. Neve discusses the impact of international issues in a domestic 
context.  He specifically explores the effects of torture on individuals, governments, and 
military.  He suggests that this rips apart the dignity that is at the core of a rights-based 
society.   

 
 


