OJEN'’s CharterSurvey 2008

The Ontario Justice Education Network decided wants to know what you think about
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms!

On April 17*, students around Ontario took a few minutes to reflect on the significance of the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms in their lives. Here is the data collected:

Grade: 10-12
Class: 30 classes
Number of Students Surveyed: 437

1. Which Charterright do you value the
most?

127  Equality rights

117 Expression

61 Security of the person

33 Freedom from unreasonable search & seizure
23 Right to a fair trial

23 Freedom of Religion

19 Freedom of Association

18 Right to Vote

10 Multiculturalism

4 Aboriginal rights
2 Minority language rights

2. Impact of the Charterof Your Life
How many students in the class feel that the Charterhas
had a direct impact on them? 293

In which areas of society do students think the Charter
has made the biggest difference?

145  Equality rights
143  Fundamental Freedoms (expression, religion)
80 Legal Rights (fair trial, right to counsel, search &

seizure)

48 Diversity (multiculturalism, language rights,
respect for Aboriginal Peoples)

5 Other:

3. How much do you think the Charterhas
changed society in the last 25 years?

Nat atall Dramatically>
1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9 10

5
2 7 2 9 6 55 125 136 35 12

4. Who do you think should be
responsible for protecting the rights of

Canadians?
189  Citizens (you!)

65 Police

63 Judges

54 Politicians

37 People in Authority Roles (teachers, civic leaders,

religious leaders etc.)
14 Other: A/l of the above
5 Lawyers
1 Other: Parents

5. Do you think the Charter effectively
balances different rights when they

conflict?

313  yes

107  no: Why not? Too much interpretation;
prioritizes rights; too much emphasis on the
rights of individuals

Can you think of a better way of balancing conflicting
rights? Ranking values and rights; safety above all
else; combine all legal documents into one; fight it
out; reasonable limits

6. Rate the importance of the Charterto
your life?

145  VeryImportant

161 Moderately Important

87 Neutral
11 Not Very Important
13 Hasn't affected me
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