
Ontario Justice Education Network 
 

 
 

Project:  
Justice Education 
Workshops for ESL 
Students 
 
 

 
                                                  

Project Template   
 

 

 
 

 1 



 

Project Template 
 

Project  

One or a series of 60-75 minute workshops which introduce ESL/ELD students to the 
Canadian justice system at the same time strengthening their English language skills. The 
workshops are designed to complement Civics expectations and the Social and Cultural 
Competence expectations of the Ontario ESL/ELD curriculum.  

Workshops are adapted in cooperation with the ESL teacher to meet the students’ 
interests, language levels and needs. They focus on basic information and law-related 
education about legal issues in areas such as immigration, employment and human rights 
law. Lawyer volunteers work with teachers to deliver the interactive small group 
workshops which give students the opportunity to participate and ask candid questions 
which are relevant to their experiences. Students also have the opportunity to discuss the 
differences between Canadian laws and legal values in contrast to those of their countries 
of origin. 

In addition to providing basic information, the workshops are designed to develop 
students’ confidence when interacting with justice sector professionals, to give them a 
positive first introduction to understanding justice issues, and to encourage them to 
participate actively in Canada’s justice system.  
 
Audience / participants  
 

• Secondary school ESL/ELD classes. 
• Ideally one to two justice sector volunteers per class of 20-30, so that students have 

ample opportunities to ask questions and participate. 
 
Project Dates  
 
One month before the workshop session: Select workshop topic, confirm lawyer 
volunteer(s) and coordinate material with interested teachers 
 
One week before the session: Confirm logistics, distribute worksheets and key terms to 
students in advance.  

Planning Steps  
• Identify interested ESL/ELD teachers who are willing to have their students 

participate in a workshop. 
• Define the workshop topics with each teacher based on student interests and need. 
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• Refine workshop materials based on student level and need. 
• Arrange the time and location taking into consideration other activities taking 

place in the school such as the time of year, etc. 
• Confirm lawyer volunteer(s). 
• Distribute workshop handouts for teacher, lawyer volunteer(s) and students. 
• Have teacher prepare attending students by going over the subject matter prior to 

the event by pre-teaching vocabulary words, reviewing scenarios, and having 
students prepare questions. 

• Conduct evaluation with students, teachers and volunteers. 
• Send out thank you letters or small tokens of appreciation. 

 
Volunteer Roles  

• Teachers: 
- discussions with organizer to ensure that the workshop fits students needs 
- contact with the lawyer volunteer prior to the workshop to identify for 

him/her the needs, language levels and interests of the group 
- assistance with facilitation of the workshop 
- assistance with the collection of evaluation forms 
- Note that: While all teacher input is greatly encouraged this does not have to 

be a large time commitment as the organizing volunteer can take care of the 
main logistical planning and development of materials. 

 
• Volunteer lawyer  

- preparation prior to the event including liaison with the teacher and other 
volunteers, and becoming familiar with the workshop materials 

- 1-2 hours on the day of the workshop, and 
-     follow-up for future events. 

Materials or Supplies 
• Classroom space  
• Possibly some AV equipment if needed for the lawyer volunteer  
• OJEN will provide copies of materials for the students and teacher 

 

Volunteer Recognition 
• Thank you letters, small token from the school presented by a student if possible 
• Forward comments from students to volunteers 

Strategies for Evaluation 
• Verbal debriefing at close, if appropriate 
• Follow up individually with each of the volunteers 
• Teacher feedback about their own and students impressions 
• Student feedback 
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