LawDay

Law Day Across the Province

Law Day celebrates the signing of Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms in April 1982. The justice
community across Canada marks this occasion each year by holding events to increase public
understanding of the role of the Charter in guaranteeing an open and independent justice system.

OJEN celebrates Law Week with a variety of events that provide youth with opportunities to meet with

justice professionals and learn how the justice system works.

Check the list to find an activity near you!

April 12

Law Day Mock Trial, Thunder Bay— Local high school teams compete for the Wright
Cup at the Thunder Bay Court House.

April 15

Law Day Symposium Toronto — 250 students from throughout the GTA meet at Central
Technical High School for a full day of justice themed presentations and workshops.
Active Citizens — Central Peel SS, Brampton — Students learn about Canada’s
legislative process by proposing new laws to OJEN’s online competition, Canada’s Next
Top Law.

April 16

Family Law Mock Trial 47 Sheppard Family Court Toronto,— The culmination of a six
week Family Law project for girls

Active Citizens — Riverdale Cl, Toronto - Students learn about Canada’s legislative
process by proposing new laws to OJEN’s online competition, Canada’s Next Top Law.
Law Day Classroom Visit- St. Theresa’s SS, Belleville - Members of newest regional
committee, the Kingston/Belleville OJEN Committee, launch their first Law Day program.
Justice sector volunteers will visit Belleville area high schools to discuss the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms and other rights based legislation i n the context of housing law.

April 17

Law Day at 1911 Eglinton Court House Toronto—-A full day of events highlight a
variety of careers in the justice system for students who would otherwise not be
exposed to law.

Active Citizens — St. Edmund Campion SS, North Brampton - Students learn about
Canada'’s legislative process by proposing new laws to OJEN’s online competition,
Canada’s Next Top Law.

Law Day Classroom Visit- Bayside SS, Belleville - Members of the newest regional
committee, the Kingston/Belleville OJEN Committee, launch their first Law Day
program. Justice sector volunteers will visit Belleville area high schools to discuss the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms and other rights based legislation i n the context of
housing law.

April 18

OBA Mock Trial Provincial Finals - Student teams from across the province compete in
the finalist rounds of the Ontario Bar Association Mock Trial Tournament.




Active Citizens — Barton SS, Hamilton - Students learn about Canada’s legislative
process by proposing new laws to OJEN’s online competition, Canada’s Next Top Law.
Law Day Mock Trial —Kitchener-Students and the public are invited to observe a mock
trial demonstration conducted by justice professionals with students taking roles as
witnesses and jurors. A public information session follows.

Simcoe Muskoka Mock Trial Program —Barrie High school teams from

the region compete in the 23 annual mock trial competition.

Law Day Court House Tour — Sarnia Youth from Aamjiwnaang

First Nation meet with justice professionals at the Sarnia Court House

April 19 HOPE Project Mock Trial Toronto- Youth leaders from the East Scarborough Boys and
Girls Club take partin a mock trial at Old City Hall

April 20 Toronto Community Housing Mock Trial Toronto— Youth from TCH communities
compete in a mock trial at Old City Hall

April 22 Kelly Cup Mock Trial, Oshawa - Durham area high school teams compete for the cup
at the Durham Consolidated Court House in Oshawa

April 24 Advocacy Competition - Sarnia, -High school teams take part in sentencing
competitions and also attend seminars with representatives from the Crown, defence,
probation and judiciary.

April 30 Hamilton Mock Trial -Teams from schools in the Hamilton-Wentworth area compete in
this mock trial tournament

May 2 Toronto Mock Trial - Students from throughout Toronto will observe a mock hearing

demonstration, meet with justice professionals and participate in a Q&A session.

In addition to the listed events, the following province wide activities are also taking place:

Charter Challenge: Students in high schools across the province develop factums for OJEN’s Charter
Challenge, an appellate level mock trial based on a real world scenario. Teams from two selected
schools will argue their case at the Court of Appeal in front of an Appellate judge.

Charter Survey OJEN’s annual Charter Survey asks about opinions and knowledge of the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms. The results are compiled and published in the week following Law Week.

The Grade 5 Poster Challenge is a province wide activity for students to share their ideas about the
Charter through art. Selected entries are framed and hung in court houses throughout the province.

Court House Tours - court houses throughout Ontario welcome the public to come in for a tour and
observe court in session.
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