
with a deep mistrust of authority or those
who believe the system to be biased, racist
or exclusionary are unable to calmly
participate in an adjudicated solution to
their conflict. The sources of these negative
attitudes range from personal experience to
media depictions. Regardless of the source,
these attitudes are real barriers to trusting
and participating in the justice system.

Knowledge
Information about one’s rights is a critical
element to knowing if legal recourse is
appropriate.  In addition, individuals need

to know about the
process, timelines,
assistance available
and other possible
remedies.

OJEN’s experiential
programs aim to
integrate young
people’s interest in
their rights, with

opportunities to practice their skills by
advocating for someone else.  Through
conversing with members of the justice
system, their attitudes may be challenged.
Mock hearings, dialogues, and interactive
scenarios allow youth to experience various
aspects of the justice system and to imagine
themselves either successfully navigating
their own conflict, or pursuing a career that
allows them to assist others.  

Legal capability, with its practical emphasis,
opens new directions for justice education
programming.  OJEN is embarking on
further research, in concert with the UK
organization, to promote legal capability as
a goal of justice education.  The initial study,
entitled “Measuring Young People’s Legal
Capability”, is available at www.plenet.org.uk.

O
JEN’s programs have always
emphasized the importance of
positive interactions with the justice

system, not just providing information
about legal rights.  New research is backing
up this approach.

Research conducted in the United
Kingdom centers on what people need to
manage legal issues in their day-to-day
lives. It concludes that legal capability, as it
is termed,  consists of three components:
skills, attitudes and knowledge.  In the
current internet-based, data-heavy culture,
it is easy to put most of the emphasis on
the knowledge part
of the equation,
providing people with
more facts about
legal rights and
processes.  However
research reveals that
without skills and
appropriate attitudes
about the justice
system, individuals
cannot put this information to use.

Skills
We often take for granted the skills
involved in resolving a conflict.  The ability
to identify the issue, articulate interests,
consider opposing perspectives or
question various solutions are all necessary
to correctly identify the type of legal
problem we face, and then to find the help
we need to overcome it.  Perseverance to
see a complaint through to completion is
also a necessary skill. 

Attitudes
The attitudes necessary for legal capability
include both attitudes about the justice
system, and attitudes about oneself.  Those
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Building Legal Capability
takes more than information

Knowledge, a critical third
component of legal capability,
should arguably be the third
step, rather than the first step in
justice education.  Building the
skills and attitudes to use that
knowledge must come first.



Ontario East Region 2010 Lennox Award
For Innovation in Justice Education

This award recognizes an individual or group that promotes public understanding,
education and dialogue in support of a responsive and inclusive justice system
through an innovative project or a long standing commitment.  

Nominations for the 2010 Lennox Award must be received by 5:00 PM on
March 31st, 2010.

For more information and a link to the nomination form, please visit:  www.ojen.ca
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What’s new at OJEN

T
his issue of OJEN’s
Courtrooms &
Classrooms newsletter

comes in the middle of a
very busy school year.  In
addition to the courthouse
visits and mock trial
programs that many of
you are familiar with, OJEN

has seen a dramatic increase in requests from
community groups and organizations, and in specific
requests from teachers.

Many youth do not take law courses in school, and
therefore do not participate in any justice education at
school.  In order to provide a positive first experience for
these youth, OJEN has partnered with many youth
centres, Boys and Girls Clubs and after-school programs.
These successful and rewarding programs have
developed the legal capability of these young people to
deal with the conflicts in their lives.  Through these
partnerships, OJEN has identified a need to pro vide the
youth workers, who are in a unique position of trust
with these young people, with basic information about
the operation of the justice system.  OJEN developed
the Navigating the Justice System workshop series to
address this need, providing free one-day training
sessions for anyone working directly with youth.  The
sessions walk through the criminal justice system from
detention to dealing with a youth record, equipping
youth workers with more accurate informa tion about
the system so that they can support youth to attend
their court dates, to apply for legal aid, or to arrive at
court prepared.  OJEN originally expected 120 youth
workers to attend four sessions, but 210 registered
requiring a fifth to be added. OJEN is now seeking
funding to continue the sessions through summer.

OJEN has produced many new classroom resources this
fall, including a series of lesson plans entitled Everyday
Law for students expected to go straight from high
school to the workplace, rather than to college or
university.  Inter active mens rea / actus reus worksheets
and new ESL workshops have also been produced.  These
new resources were possible because of a number of
unpaid interns who chose to spend their summer to
complete their practicum or to do a year-long placement
at OJEN.   The assistance of Jesse, Shane, Shanikia, Linda,
Aline, Andy, David and Vito is very much appreciated.  We
look forward to welcoming new law students, teacher
candidates and high schools students to the OJEN office.

Osgoode Hall Law School’s public interest requirement
for each of its graduates has also enhanced OJEN’s
programming.  OJEN has worked with approximately 20
of these students each year, as they complete their
required 40 hours of public interest work.  They have
drafted new case summaries, coached mock trials, helped
Grade 5 students understand due process and that
fairness and assisted with OJEN’s communica tions.  These
students have added a fresh perspective to resources and
programs, and have initiated the long term involve ment
of new lawyers in community outreach efforts.

In light of the reduction of services and professional staff
in many of our partner schools and community
organizations, I am pleased that OJEN’s committed pool
of volunteer lawyers, judges and others continue to
participate in programs that help build confidence in the
justice system amongst youth and their families.  I look
forward to crossing paths with you in a courthouse, a
classroom or a recreation centre in the upcoming year.

Warm regards,

Sarah McCoubrey
Executive Director, OJEN

Sarah McCoubrey, OJEN’s Executive
Director
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O
n behalf of all three Chief Justices of Ontario,
welcome to another year of justice education
at OJEN.  I know that many of you will find

time to participate in OJEN’s programs throughout
the year, despite busy schedules.  Last year, with your
support, over 200,000 youth in Ontario had some
kind of positive involvement with the justice system
through OJEN programs. Working with young people
can be an extremely rewarding experience for youth
and for justice professionals. As Justice Coroza,
recently appointed to the Ontario Court of Justice
mentions in this issue, working with young people
has given him a perspective that helped him as a
Crown Attorney and he anticipates, will now assist
him as a judge.  

Elementary and secondary school mock trial
programs will take place between now and May. I
know that many members of the justice community
are hard at work coaching students on legal argu -
ment and courtroom protocol.  Thank you to the
mock trial coaches who help ensure these programs
are a success.  Not everyone who participates in these
tournaments will become a legal professional, nor is
this the goal. However for some, including the
articling student you can read about on page 9, it will
awaken a passion for the law. I hope every young
person who participates will consider the experience
a highlight of their secondary school years.

I am delighted to report that four new family law
mock trial scenarios are currently in development at
OJEN.  Based on material initiated by patti cross,
family counsel at the Office of the Chief Justice,
Ontario Court of Justice, some of the cases focus on
the areas of child support and child protection. These

mock hearings will
add to the already
significant collection
of civil, administrative,
criminal and appellate
scenarios which can be
used by law teachers in
the classroom or youth
workers in community
programs.   

A unique justice
education program has
been initiated by the
Association of Justices
of the Peace of Ontario.
Seven bursaries are now
awarded annually in
each of the seven
regions of the Ontario
Court of Justice to a high school student who is pursuing
post-secondary education in the justice sector. This is an
innovative approach and reflects the long standing
commitment of the Justices of the Peace to community
outreach.

Finally, Law Week, the annual national celebration of the
signing of the Charter, is approaching once again.  Looking
at the listing of events taking place across Ontario this year
on pages 6 and 7, I am impressed by the learning
opportunities which will be available. I commend each of
you for your admirable dedication to promoting justice
education in Ontario.

The Honourable Annemarie E. Bonkalo
Chief Justice of the Ontario Court of Justice

2010 OJEN Chief Justices’ Award!
Established by Ontario’s three Chief Justices in 2004, this award

recognizes an individual who has made an exceptional contribution

to promoting public understanding, education or dialogue in support

of a responsive and inclusive justice system.

Nominations for the 2010 OJEN Chief Justices’ Award must be

received by 5:00 PM on March 31st, 2010.

For more information and a link to the nomination form, please visit:

www.ojen.ca

Welcome from Ontario’s Chief Justices,

featuring the Chief Justice of the Ontario Court of Justice

The Honourable Annemarie E. Bonkalo, Chief
Justice of the Ontario Court of Justice

Jo Thornton, a Law teacher from Mayfield Secondary
School, receives the 2009 Chief Justices’ Award from
Chief Justices Smith, Winkler and Bonkalo
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P
ersons Day, commemorating the landmark court decision
on Oct. 18, 1929 which found women to be “persons”
under the law, is a milestone in the history of equality

rights in Canada. Approximately 120 high school girls from
across Ontario joined lawyers and judges to commemorate
Persons Day at programs held in Ottawa and Toronto in
October 2009.    

Achieving our Potential
In Ottawa, OJEN and the Department of Justice Canada
collaborated for the first time to provide an educational
opportunity for female students focussing on women’s careers
in law.  20 girls from 6 area high schools were guests at a
Department of Justice conference entitled Achieving our
Potential on October 29th.  The girls arrived bright and early to
be paired with mentors from the Department of Justice who
remained with them throughout the day.  The conference
started with a keynote address from Chief Justice Beverley
McLachlin of the Supreme Court of Canada.  Next, the girls
attended a panel discussion highlighting women in different
careers at Justice. “I never knew there were such a variety of jobs
in the Department of Justice,” remarked one student.  

After lunch they attended an interactive breakout session to
reflect on what they had learned throughout the day and
examined gender issues from a youth perspective. Although
initially, they did not believe
gender issues affected them as
high school students, they
began to identify inequalities
faced by all women no matter
what age, and consequently
focussed on how to address
these inequalities.

The conference ended with a presentation from the girls in
which they shared what they had learned, why it mattered and
what actions they planned to take as a result.  The
presentation revitalized the adult audience by reminding
them that youth have something unique to offer to
discussions about equality issues. 

Trailblazers: Meeting Women in Law
In Toronto, OJEN again partnered with the Women’s Legal
Education and Action Fund (LEAF) and the LAWS program, to
offer a day-long educational opportunity for nearly 100 female
high school students. Girls, some commuting from as far away
as Ottawa and Wikwemikong, started the day by attending
LEAF’s annual Persons Day Breakfast as guests of the law firms,
unions and equity seeking agencies who donated seats at
their tables. The keynote speaker was Jeannette Corbiere-
Lavell, the first Aboriginal woman to challenge the Indian Act
at the Supreme Court of Canada for the discriminatory
treatment of Aboriginal women married to non-Aboriginal
men. Commenting on Ms. Lavell’s decades-long struggle for
Aboriginal women’s rights, one student remarked, “[Ms. Lavell’s
address] was very inspirational, one woman who fought an
injustice made such a huge difference for her people”

Following the breakfast, students had an opportunity
to participate in a question and answer session with

Ontario High School Girls Commemorate Persons Day

Ms. Lavell.  They also met ten women who were born before
the Persons case, who had each blazed their own trails in
various fields including law, politics, education and social
activism.

Next the girls toured historic Osgoode Hall, enjoyed a
question and answer session with female members of the

judiciary and attended a session
with Law Society lawyers who
shared their personal journeys
to careers in law.   The girls also
visited the Faculty of Law at the
University of Toronto where they
met with female law students,

heard about what it was like to attend law school, and
discussed equality-seeking cases. The day culminated with
small group visits to law firms, where the girls met women
practicing law and had the opportunity to ask questions
about life in a firm.  As one grade 12 student from southern
Ontario said “the visit to the law firm was wonderful and very
informative.  I think we visited all the best places for someone
interested in law to visit!”

Keynote speaker, Jeanette Lavell, (second from right) with students (from left to
right) Pamela, Emily, Nicole, and teacher Valerie O’Leary (far right) from Wasse-
abin Wikwemikong High School on Manatoulin Island, a school where  Ms. Lavell
was once a teacher.

OJEN and the Department of Justice Canada
collaborated for the first time to provide an
educational opportunity for female students
focussing on women’s careers in law.

Special thanks to:
The Ontario Court of Appeal
The Law Society of Upper Canada
The University of Toronto Faculty of Law
Bales Beall LLP
Blakes, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
Cavalluzzo Hayes Shilton McIntyre & Cornish LLP
Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP
Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLP
Goodmans LLP
Miller Thomson LLP
Osler, Hoskin, & Harcourt LLP
Stikeman Elliott LLP
Sack Goldblatt Mitchell LLP
Torkin Manes Cohen Arbus LLP
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J
ustice Steve Coroza is optimistic about young people
having met with thousands of youth through OJEN’s
justice education programs over the past six years.  

As a federal prosecutor, Coroza was
recruited early in his law career by
Justices Nancy Kastner and Steven Clark
of the Ontario Court of Justice in
Brampton to assist in planning Peel
region mock trial events.  Later he
became involved with OJEN programs for
newcomer youth and has volunteered for
several years as a mock trial coach and
judge with English as a Second Language
students.  He quickly became one of
OJEN’s most committed volunteers. 

OJEN actively seeks out justice sector
volunteers who are able to answer
newcomer’s questions about living and
working in Canada, and who serve as an
example of the opportunities open to
these youth.   Justice Coroza’s, Filipino-
Canadian background proves to be a
great asset in delivering justice
education programs for youth in the Peel region who are
new to Canada and do not necessarily have English as
their first language.  

Justice Coroza, recently appointed to Ontario Court of
Justice, grew up in the Peel region and attended high
school in Brampton, a vibrant community with a diverse
population. He is enthusiastic about having the
opportunity to give back to the community and to
connect with students and youth.

“Based on my experience, I’m very impressed with high school
students,” comments Justice Coroza.”  I find them to be
intelligent, articulate and talented.  Their teachers are doing a

great job!  Their preparation for mock trials
was outstanding and it showed in their
performances during the mock trials!”

Justice Coroza not only supports OJEN’s
justice education programs himself, but
promotes them to his colleagues as well.

“Steve is one of those invaluable volunteers
who, when faced with a scheduling conflict,
always offers to help spread the word and
recruit his colleagues,” comments Jessica
Reekie, an OJEN Program Manager. “On
one occasion he staffed an entire mock
trial program single-handedly!”

Although Justice Coroza has touched the
lives of many youth through his
volunteer activities with OJEN, he
considers the rewards he has gained just
as significant.  “Meeting individuals who
come from so many different backgrounds,

gives me a healthier perspective of the people I meet within
the justice system, the accused and the general public.  The
exposure I’ve had to other points of view through justice
education programming made  me a better Crown Attorney
and assists me as a trial judge.”

“Justice education is a big part of my life,” he acknowledges.
“My experiences working with students are among the most
rewarding in my professional career.  I encourage all my
brothers and sisters in the justice sector to get involved too!”

Volunteer  Profile: Justice Steve Coroza

Association of Justices of the Peace of Ontario 
2009 Bursary Recipients

The Association of Justices of the Peace of
Ontario (AJPO) initiated a bursary program in
2008 to promote post-secondary education in
the justice sector.  $500 is awarded to one
student in each of the seven Ontario Court
regions.  In its first year, six bursaries were
awarded.

The recipients of the 2009 AJPO bursary are:

Northeast Region – Melanie Dufresne
Central West – Milka Medic
West Region – Joy Leo
Central East – Gillian Maharaj
Toronto – Pierangelo Cummins
East Region – Alyssa Ann Reynolds

Milka Medic from Central West Region Pierangelo Cummins from Toronto Region
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Elementary School Mock Trials
The OBA hosts a two-day in-class
program for elementary school
students. On Day 1, a lawyer provides
an overview of the criminal justice
system and introduces a mock trial
scenario. The following week the
lawyer returns to preside over the trial. 
Contact: fconte@oba.org

French Language Programming
AJEFO’s Law Day activities will be held
at various locations throughout
Ontario including Toronto on April 28th

and in Ottawa-east on April 20th.  Dates
for Hawkesbury and Timmins events
TBA. Day-long events consist of a
“Game show” and improvisation
session.  Students also watch a video
clip portraying a crime and participate
in workshops given by police officers,
lawyers, social workers and probation
officers. 
Contact: stagiaire@ajefo.ca

Grade 5 Poster Challenge
OJEN invites grade 5 teachers to enter
their students’ posters captioned in
French or English, expressing what
they value about Canadian democracy
and the Charter. Poster Challenge
Packages are available online at
www.ojen.ca. 
Contact: posterchallenge@ojen.ca

Law Day Courtroom Tours
Grade seven and eight classes have
the opportunity to visit court houses
throughout Ontario including
Osgoode Hall in Toronto and courts in
Hamilton, Cornwall, Thunder Bay,
Sudbury, Ottawa, Windsor, Kitchener
and other locations province-wide. 
Contact: fconte@oba.org
or info@ojen.ca for other grade levels.

Law Day 2010 –  A Lo o

OBA Secondary School Competitive Mock
Trial Tournament
The OBA invites all Ontario secondary
school law teachers
to register their students in this
exciting tournament based on an
alleged criminal offense Registration
deadline is February 12th, 2010.
Contact: fconte@oba.org

Phone-a-Lawyer
Thursday, April 15th, between 2-5 p.m.,
lawyers across the province will open
their phone lines to provide pro bono
legal information to the public. Check
your local community newspaper.  
Contact: fconte@oba.org.

Photography Contest
The OBA invites students between the
ages of 12 and 18 to participate in the
annual Photography Contest. Students
are asked to create powerful
photographic images, which in some
way represent the core principles of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms.
Contact: fconte@oba.org

The Charter Challenge
This OJEN activity brings secondary
school students across Ontario
together to collaborate in an online
simulation of a Court of Appeal hearing
with other teams and lawyer mentors.
Finalist teams argue the case before a
Court of Appeal. To register visit
www.ojen.ca. 
Contact: info@ojen.ca

The Charter Survey
Students throughout Ontario are
surveyed about their views and
impressions about the Charter. Results
will be posted on the OJEN website. 
Contact: chartersurvey@ojen.ca

Local Programs

Brampton
Peel Region Mock Trial Tournament
Mock Trial Tournament takes place
at the Brampton Court House on
March 4th and 12th.
Contact: info@ojen.ca

Ontario Central West Mock Trial
Tournament
Chinguacousy Secondary School in
Brampton hosts a secondary school
tournament on March 26th.
Contact: info@ojen.ca

Halton
Secondary School Mock Trial Tournament
This mock trial event is scheduled for
May 6th in the Milton Courthouse. 
Contact: info@ojen.ca

Hamilton
Law Day Activities
Students are invited to participate in
Law Day activities at the Hamilton
Courthouse on April 15th. 
Contact: info@ojen.ca

Kenora
Grade 5 Courthouse Tours
Grade 5 students receive a guided tour
of the Kenora Court House.
Contact: cbelda@ojen.ca

Kenora Secondary School Mock Trial
Competition
Kenora and area secondary school
students hold their first Mock Trial
Competition.
Contact: cbelda@ojen.ca

Kitchener-Waterloo-Cambridge
Mock Trial Demonstration 
A mock trial demonstration takes place
with secondary school students acting
as witnesses and jurors.  The event is
followed by a question and answer
period, and an opportunity for
students, teachers, legal professionals

Law Day is a national event celebrating the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and is aimed at educating the public about the
role and importance of law and the justice system.  Law Day programs are organized by OJEN, the Ontario Bar Association
(OBA), the Law Society of Upper Canada (LSUC) and the Association des juristes d’expression française de l’Ontario (AJEFO).
Celebrate Law Day in your community from April 12th-16th, 2010, by participating in events organized by members of the
Bar and Bench. 

OJEN, the OBA or other Law Day partners will support organizations, schools and groups across the province organize a
Law Day program locally. For more information or to get involved in any of the programs contact the OJEN office. 

Province-wide Programs
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k Across  the Province
and the general public to meet. 
Contact: info@ojen.ca

Oshawa
Kelly Moot Cup
The mock trial tournament will be held
at the Superior Court of Justice, dates
TBA.  The Court House will also be open
for tours for students and the general
public. 
Contact: info@ojen.ca

Ottawa
Court Tours
Law Day court tours take place at the
Supreme Court of Canada and the
Ottawa Courthouse.

Fun Run
The 14th annual Law Day Fun Run/Walk
takes place April 30th.  Proceeds from
this year’s 5 km run go to the Ottawa
Children’s Treatment Centre.
Contact:
john.westdal@sevignylaw.com

Ottawa Experiential Mock Trials 
A non-competitive English Mock Trial
event for secondary school students
takes place at the Ottawa Court House
on May 5th.

The Second Annual French Mock Trial
event takes place at the Ottawa Court
House on May 7th.

Contact: rvethamany@ojen.ca

Ottawa Law Day
Law Day ceremonies take place at the
Ottawa Technical High School
Auditorium on April 15th. Students
perform a re-enactment of a crime, and
then participate in a mock trial presided
over by a judge and argued by a local
Crown and Defence counsel.  The event
also includes a career panel featuring
presentations from lawyers, judges,
police, probation and correction officers.
Contact: hannahb@cba.org

Simcoe-Muscoka
Simcoe-Muscoka Mock Trial Program
This secondary school Mock Trial
tournament takes place at the Barrie
Court House.
Contact:info@ojen.ca

Stratford
The Merchant of Stratford
This theatrical performance for students

explores Shylock’s trial in the Merchant
of Venice. Lawyers perform a shortened
version of the play with the mock trial
of Shylock v. Antonio argued before a
panel of judges.
Contact: fconte@oba.org

Sudbury
Sudbury Mock Trial Tournament
Students from the Rainbow District
School Board and the Sudbury Catholic
District School Board competed in the
8th annual Hennessy Cup mock trial
tournament on January 11th, 2010.
Contact:cbelda@ojen.ca

Thunder Bay
Mock Trial Tournament
Secondary school students in the
Thunder Bay area compete in this
annual mock trial tournament.
Contact: cbelda@ojen.ca

Courthouse Tours
Thunder Bay Courthouse offers guided
tours to the general public.
Contact: cbelda@ojen.ca

Toronto
Active Citizens – Youth Engagement on
Social Justice Issues
Civics 10 students in Toronto have an
opportunity to hear about examples of
local social justice projects and learn
how to take action on access to justice
issues in their own schools and
communities by participating in this
half day workshop.
Contact: info@ojen.ca

Citizenship Court
The OBA welcomes 50 to 70 new
citizens to Canada in a special
citizenship ceremony during Law Week.
The program invites local first
generation Canadians to speak about
their choice to come to Canada and
their experiences. 
Contact: fconte@oba.org

Law-in-the-Mall
A public mock trial demonstration,
speaker sessions and job fair take place
at Yorkgate Mall. 
Contact: Rick Gosling
ccrer@toronto.ca

Law Day Banquet 
This event takes place on April 15th to
close Law Week, thank volunteers and

profile the successes of student
participants.
Contact: fconte@oba.org

Law Symposium
On April 12th, 400 high school students
from across the Toronto Catholic District
School Board and Toronto District School
Board can participate in a full day of
workshops on current legal issues with
members of the justice sector. 
Contact: info@ojen.ca

So You Think You Can Sue
Hosted by the OBA Civil
Litigation/Human Rights Section these
two half-day programs for secondary
school students demystify civil
proceedings through a special
Facebook-based scenario, information
sessions, discussions and trivia games.
Contact: fconte@oba.org

The Charter & You
Hosted by the OBA Constitutional
Section during Law Week, civics classes
located in the GTA area participate in
several interactive discussions, role plays
and specially designed Charter
knowledge-based trivia games.
Contact: fconte@oba.org

The Great Debate
OJEN hosts a debate between legal
professionals and academics on a timely
and controversial topic for an audience
of Law and Civics teachers.   
Contact: info@ojen.ca

Toronto Mock Trial Tournament
Teams from TDSB and TCDSB participate
in a non-competitve mock trial event at
Toronto’s Old City Hall Court House on
May 27th.
Contact: info@ojen.ca

Windsor-Essex
Classroom Visits
Law and Civics teachers are invited to
join interactive classroom visits with
lawyers and judges during Law Week.
Court tours are also offered.

York Region
York Region Secondary School mock Trial
Tournament
The 2010 Judges’ Cup Tournament takes
place On February 22nd, 23rd and March 1st

in York Region Council Chambers.
Contact:info@ojen.ca
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2010 Recipients

• 2010 Judges’ Cup, York Region Secondary School Mock
Trials – Feb. 23, 25 & March 2

• Peel Mock Trial Tournament – March  4 & 12
• Ontario Central West – hosted by Chinguacousy 

Secondary School – March 26
• Hamilton Justice Education Mock Trial – April 15
• Sarnia Ontario Court of Justice Advocacy Competition

– April 21
• Ottawa Experiential Mock Trial Event French – May 7
• Halton Regional Mock Trial Tournament – May 6
• Ottawa Experiential Mock Trial Event English – May 5
• Toronto Mock Trial Program – May 27

Dates to be confirmed: 

• District School Board of Niagara Mock Trial Tournament
• Oshawa Kelly Cup Mock Trial  
• Simcoe-Muscoka Mock Trial Programme
• Thunder Bay Law Day Mock Trial  
• Waterloo Association Secondary School Mock Trial Event

A
pproximately 70
students from six
schools in the

Rainbow District School
Board and the Sudbury
Catholic District School
Board competed in the 8th

annual Hennessy Cup
Mock Trial Tournament on
January 11th, 2010.

At the opening ceremonies
at the Sudbury
Courthouse, Justice Patricia
Hennessy and Senior
Regional Justices Gauthier
and Humphrey welcomed
the students and their
coaches, praising them for
their time and dedication in preparing for the
tournament.  In her address to the students, Jean
Hanson, director of Rainbow District School Board,
observed that the lessons they had learned
through participating in the tournament go
beyond just training for careers in law and in fact
build confidence and life skills for any field they
choose to pursue.

Justices Gordon, Lalande, McLeod and Cornell,
along with Justice Hennessy, who founded the
tournament in 2002, presided over the mock trials.
The tournament was the culmination of hours of
preparation on the part of the students and the
seventeen lawyers and articling students who
coached them throughout the fall.  Students
argued a criminal scenario in which the accused
was charged with assault. All teams were well
prepared and argued their positions with skill but
the final showdown was between Lo-Ellen Park
Secondary School and Lasalle Secondary School,
with Lasalle emerging as the winner.   

Tyler Campbell, Chair of Rainbow District School
Board, thanked Sudbury’s legal community for
their ongoing support of student success through
their generous contribution of time and expertise.
“I would like to thank the volunteer coaches who,
once again, have provided hundreds of hours of time
to this project.  The local lawyers make an invaluable
contribution to student learning, taking it from the
classroom to the courtroom. 

Sudbury Area Mock Trial Teams
Compete for Hennessy Cup

Hennessy Cup winners, the Lasalle Secondary School Mock Trial team with Justice Patricia Hennessy.

OJEN has partnered with the Law Foundation of Ontario
for a second year to award grants to support mock trial
programs throughout Ontario.  This year, 14 mock trial
programs have benefitted from the grant which
encourages the experiential aspect of the activity. 

OJEN/LFO Mock Trial Fund
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Six years ago Joseph Richards, then a grade 12
student at Lockerby Composite School, stood in a
Sudbury courtroom arguing the Crown position

in the Second Annual Hennessy Cup Mock Trial
Tournament. His team made it to the final round and
he received a standing ovation for his closing
argument!  This January he participated in the same
tournament but this time in a different role. As an
articling student for the Sudbury Crown Attorney’s
office he volunteered as a coach for the Lo-Ellen Park
Secondary School Mock Trial team.

Did his mock trial experience contribute to his career
direction?

“For a grade 12 student who had never set foot inside a
courthouse before, it was an awesome experience,”
recalls Richards. “I had always been interested in law,
but taking the side of the Crown for the mock trial
opened my eyes to the responsibility and challenge of
proving a case beyond a reasonable doubt. Even after
our team lost, I continued to think about what we could
have done better.” 

Today he works in the same office as the lawyer who
coached his grade 12 mock trial team, Philip
Zylberberg, an Assistant Crown Attorney in Sudbury. 

Coaching high school students for this year’s
tournament was Richards’ way of giving something
back. “Returning to the same courtroom was
somewhat of a déjà vu”, he remarks.  “Only this time I
was on the other side, instructing the students.”

The Lo-Ellen team performed well, going all the way
to the final round.  Richards believes the experience
was invaluable to the youth who participated.  “It’s
important to have a good loss”, he states. “Sometimes,
you learn more from losing than winning!”

Justice Education Program
Gets Thumbs Up from Constance Lake Students

“It was fun and interesting. I
didn’t expect it to turn out
like this. It was better than I

originally thought.” 

This is how one student from
Mamawmatawa Holistic Education
Centre sums up the OJEN Mock
Trial program which ran on
November 26th and 27th 2009.

Mamawmatawa Holistic Education
Centre is situated in Constance
Lake, a First Nations community
about 40 kilometers north of
Hearst and a six hour drive (in
winter conditions)  from Thunder
Bay.  Claudia Belda, OJEN’s new
Program Manager based in
Thunder Bay, was invited by law
teacher, Michelle Robinson, to
deliver the program, the first of its
kind to come to the school.
Students from both the Law and
Civics classes joined together for
the two day program.  On day one
students prepared for a civil law
defamation case.  They were

assigned courtroom roles and
coached on how to perform them.
On day two they argued the mock
trial and ended the day with a
workshop on the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms.  The
program concluded with a
Jeopardy style game to test their
newly gained understanding of the
justice system.   

“I was warned that most of the
students probably wouldn’t return
for the second day”, explained
Claudia.  “A lot of students don’t
come to classes on Friday and the
snowy weather would also
discourage attendance.  Much to
everyone’s surprise, we had more
students on the second day!  Kids
the teachers hadn’t seen in weeks
turned up.  Apparently the students
who were involved in the Mock Trial
were really excited about the
experience and talked about it to
their friends.  We started out with
20 students and ended up with 28!”

“I feel the program was very
successful,” comments teacher,
Michelle Robinson. “I believe the
students all walked away with an
understanding of the civil justice
system.” 

Plans are underway to run similar
programs on Manitoulin Island,
Thunder Bay, Neskantaga and
Kenora.

Profiling Mock Trial Coach – Joseph Richards

Congratulations
to all the students and coaches

who took part in the

2010 Hennessy Cup Mock Trial Tournament!
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The Ontario Ministry of the Attorney General

The Ministry of the Attorney General is responsible for delivering an accessible justice system to all Ontarians
by providing effective prosecution services that support community safety; providing fair criminal, civil, and
family justice services;  supporting victims of crime in Ontario at all stages of the justice system; coordinating
and administering court services throughout Ontario and;  supporting vulnerable people and children through
the offices of the Public Guardian and Trustee and the Children’s Lawyer.

Justice on Target Strategy

The Ministry is currently addressing one significant barrier to access to justice with its ambitious strategy to
tackle delays in the criminal court process.  Launched in June 2008, Justice on Target aims to reduce by 30%
the number of days and court appearances required to complete a criminal case by 2012.  This reduction will
translate into half a million fewer court appearances every year.  By streamlining and making more efficient the
administration of straight-forward offenses that make up 90% of the Ontario criminal justice system, the
Ministry can redirect resources to the more serious cases.

Seven initiatives designed to bring greater efficiency to court procedures have been introduced to five Ontario
courthouses, (Action Sites), to date.  Best practices will be shared with other courthouses across the province.
Ontarians can follow the progress of courts in their local community towards reaching the targets through a
Justice on Target website, which makes criminal case statistics dating back to 2000 publicly available. 

More information is available at:  www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/english/jot/

OJEN Toronto Office

From left to right
Back row:
Sarah McCoubrey, Executive Director;
Maureen Ra, Office Manager; Mara Clarke,
Manager of Strategic Initiatives

Middle row:
Nadine Demoe, Communications & Grants
Manager; Aline Kurik, intern Centennial
College Community Justice and Service
Program; Linda Gibson, intern Seneca
Accelerated Law Clerk Program; Stephanie
Nilausen, Program Manager; Andrea
Sobko, Education Coordinator; Jessica
Reekie, Program Manager

Front row:
Andy Zhu, intern from Harbord Collegiate
Institute; Sylvia Seo, Program Manager,
Enisoné Kadiri, Program Manager

Not pictured:

Claudia Belda, Program Manager
(Thunder Bay office)

Ravi Vethamany, Program Manager
(Ottawa office)

To reach any OJEN staff member contact the OJEN office at 416 947-5273 or info@ojen.ca

In each issue at Courtrooms & Classrooms, OJEN profiles one of its twenty-five Network partners
and their current activities.
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Courtrooms & Classrooms Notice Board

OJEN bids a fond farewell to Allan Hux who has been a dynamic
presence on OJEN’s Board of Directors since it was founded.  Allan, who
represented the Ontario History and Social Science Teachers Association,
is replaced by Rob Mewhinney. A warm welcome goes to Rob and also
to three new at-large Board members, Jennifer Dang, Dr. Anthony
Hutchinson, and Jeff Kugler.

OJEN sends best wishes to Sarah Pole, formerly the Provincial Program
Director, as she begins her new role as Director of the LAWS Program.
Mara Clarke, who was Sarah’s maternity leave replacement, moves into
the new OJEN position of Manager of Strategic Initatives.  

Danielle Manton, who has divided responsibilities as Program Manager
with both OJEN and AJEFO in Ottawa, has taken a full-time position with
AJEFO.  Ravi Vethamany is currently managing OJEN’s Ottawa-based
programs.

New resources on the OJEN website (www.ojen.ca) include:  Everyday
Law for CLU3E (also available on CD ROM), Civil Law Mock trial – Fadey v.
Ketkluane High School, Civil Law Mock Trial – Opolsky v. Pasha and Jaswal,
Family Law Mock Trial – Pilon v. Tremblay, and Handout: Steven Truscott
Timeline.

Upcoming Events

Celebrate Law Week 2010. Events are taking place throughout Ontario
between April 12 -16.  See event listings on pages 6 & 7 or visit
www.oba.org for details.

OJEN’s fourth annual Justice Education Symposium, highlighting
resources and expertise of those who are successfully promoting an
understanding of the justice system in partnership with schools, will take
place on May 13-14.  To register, visit www.ojen.ca.

The Spring session of OJEN’s Charter Challenge, an online, Ontario-wide,
appellate level Mock Hearing program, runs from April 5-23.  Deadline
for teachers to register their classes is March 26th.  For more information
and to register, visit www.ojen.ca.

The Toronto Mock Trial Tournament will take place at Old City Hall
Court House on May 27, 2010.  Teams from TDSB and TCDSB schools take
part in a non-competitive mock trial experience.  For details, email
info@ojen.ca. 

The Toronto Summer Law Institute is accepting registrations.  For
information visit www.ojen.ca. 

The annual Canadian Association for the Practical Study of Law in
Education (CAPSLE) conference takes place April 25-27 in Calgary,
Alberta. For more information visit: www.capsle.com

The Ontario Business Educators’ Association holds its Spring
Conference on April 22-23, 2010. For more information visit:
www.obea.ca. 

Resource Link
The Office of the Independent Police
Review Director (OIPRD)

www.oiprd.on.ca

The Office of the Independent Police Review
Director (OIPRD) is an independent agency of the
Ministry of the Attorney General responsible for
receiving and dealing with all public complaints
about the police in Ontario. Created in October
2009, its goal is to provide independent, accessible
and effective oversight of complaints that will
build confidence and trust in the public complaints
process. 

In addition to processing and investigating public
complaints, the OIPRD is responsible for setting up
and administering the public complaints system.
This includes:

• Overseeing the complaints process through all
stages of investigation, to completion

The Chiefs of Police and Commissioner of the
OPP are still responsible for discipline of police
officers and holding disciplinary hearings.

• Working to identify and offer solutions to
systemic or ongoing issues within the police
service, including audits to ensure the
complaints system is being administered
effectively.

• Teaching the public and the police about the
complaints system. The OIPRD looks to the
public for feedback – both community members
and police – who have been involved in the
public complaints process.

The OIPRD has developed publications to explain
the public complaints process. It also publishes
reports to let the public – both the community and
the police – know how the complaints process is
working.  Forms and reports are available on their
website, at every municipal, regional and provincial
police station, ServiceOntario locations throughout
the province, and at many community centres and
legal clinics.

Courtrooms & Classrooms is also available at
www.ojen.ca

Salle d’audience et salle de classe est aussi
disponible en français.



Mission:

OJEN is dedicated to

promoting understanding,

education and dialogue to

support a responsive and

inclusive justice system.

Objectives:

1. Foster public

understanding of the

justice system and the

challenges it faces.

2. Support and encourage

the values of a public,

transparent and

accessible justice

system through

research and education.

3. Encourage dialogue

between justice system

participants and the

public.

4. Develop, coordinate, or

deliver justice education

programs to students

and others.

Network
The Network is a collaborative forum serving as a communications and facilitation link for justice system
participants, educators, community representatives and others with an interest in public legal educational
activity. The Network has an advisory role to OJEN’s Board and Executive Director. Participants include:
The Chief Justice of Ontario (Chair) – The Hon. Warren K. Winkler
The Chief Justice of the Superior Court of Justice – The Hon. Heather Forster Smith
The Chief Justice of the Ontario Court of Justice – The Hon. Annemarie E. Bonkalo
The Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada – as represented by Mireille Provost 
The Deputy Attorney General of Ontario – Murray Segal
The Deputy Minister of Education – Kevin Costante
The Chair of the Law Foundation of Ontario – Mark Sandler
The Treasurer of the Law Society of Upper Canada – W.A. Derry Millar
The President of the Advocates’ Society – as represented by Sandra A. Forbes
The President of the County & District Law Presidents’ Association – as represented by Robert Zochodne
The President of the Ontario Bar Association – Carole Brown
The Ombudsman of Ontario – André Marin
The Chair of Legal Aid Ontario – John McCamus
The President of the Ontario History & Social Science Teachers’ Association – as represented by Allan Hux
The Executive Director of Community Legal Education Ontario – Julie Mathews
The Education Director of the Canadian Civil Liberties Education Trust – Danielle McLaughlin
The Executive Director of the Association of Community Legal Clinics of Ontario – Lenny Abramowicz
The Institute for Catholic Education – as represented by Angelo Bolotta
The President of the Ontario Principals’ Council – Doug Morrell
The Executive Director of the Ontario Federation of Indian Friendship Centres – Sylvia Maracle
The ESL/ELD Resource Group of Ontario – as represented by Neil McGrath
The Ontario Council of Law Deans – as represented by Patrick Monahan
The Executive Director of the Ontario Council of Agencies Serving Immigrants – Debbie Douglas
The President of the Association of French Speaking Jurists of Ontario – Sean McGee
The Ontario Business Educators’ Association – as represented by Agi Mete

Board of Directors
The Hon. Justice Fran Kiteley, Superior Court of Justice (Chair)
The Hon. Justice Nancy Kastner, Ontario Court of Justice
The Hon. Justice Gloria Epstein, Ontario Court of Appeal
Ann Merritt, Assistant Deputy Minister, Court Services Division, Ministry of the Attorney General
Ginette Plourde, Director (bilingual), French Language Education Policy & Programs Branch,

Ministry of Education
Janet Minor, Trustee, Law Foundation of Ontario
Rob Mewhinney, The Ontario History & Social Science Teachers’ Association
Patricia Hatt, Board of Directors, Community Legal Education Ontario
Sherry Cameron-Stobie, Legal Aid Ontario
Avvy Go, Bencher, Law Society of Upper Canada
Angelo Bolotta, Member-at-large
Anthony Hutchinson, Member-at-large
Jennifer Dang, Member-at-large
Jeff Kugler, Member-at-large

OJEN is supported by a grant from the Law Foundation of Ontario,
the Ontario Trillium Foundation and the Department of Justice Canada

Charitable number: 85548 9134 RR0001

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

Osgoode Hall, 130 Queen Street West
Toronto, ON  M5H 2N6

Tel: 416-947-5273   Fax: 416-947-5248
info@ojen.ca   www.ojen.ca
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