
provinces, such as Quebec,
there is no law course
though there is currently a
movement to add a new
course on rights and justice
issues.  Each province has
formal curriculum
expectations that address
citizenship and justice
education to varying
degrees. 

OJEN works collaboratively
with other non-profits in
BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Quebec, and Nova Scotia to

build the pool of resources available to
educators and justice sector volunteers
looking to reach out to students.

Law and Citizenship in Ontario Schools
The most obvious focus for legal
education is in the Law 11 and Law 12
classes, however only a small percentage
of students take these elective classes.
Law 12, part of the stream of classes for
university-bound students, is not
commonly taken by students preparing
for college, or for a career as an entre -
preneur, or tradesperson.  There are also
opportunities to learn about the law in
classes such as Family Studies, World
Issues, Business, Politics, Economics, World
Religions, Careers, Native Studies, Change
and Society, and Sociology classes,
among others.  OJEN has identified the
legal topics in each of these curriculum
areas.  Before speaking to one of these
classes, OJEN volunteers can review the
law-related topics in the curriculum and
prepare their comments to the relevant
issues.

In Ontario, the Ministry of Education sets
the curriculum expectations.  Local

As the preparation for civic and
economic participation, schools are
the logical place for introducing

young people to the structures,
substance, and challenges of the justice
system in order to cultivate an informed
and active citizenry.

OJEN’s justice education programs
expose youth and teachers to the law
and to legal professionals.  To make these
experiences meaningful for students, it
helps to know which legal topics are part
of the formal curriculum and the grade
level in which students are learning
about the law.

How does Ontario measure up?
Ontario schools have offered law as an
elective course for many years, adding
the mandatory Civics 10 course in 2002.
Ontario’s model of education for
citizenship is quite different from the
way that legal topics are taught in other
parts of Canada.  In Alberta, citizen
participation and the justice system is
integrated into the Grade 3, 6 and 9
curriculum.  BC students can take a social
justice class, in addition to Law 12.
Citizenship is also taught in the required
social studies curriculum.  In other (continued on page 2)
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school boards, schools or teachers
decide which resources, textbooks,
activities and assignment options
will be most effec tive for their
students.  This ensures common
knowledge and skills taught to all
students, but allows for flexibility
and professional judgement about
the needs or abilities of students.
This results in a variety of classroom
resources and differential use of
OJEN’s resources and programs.
Law classes can be taught by
teachers with a specialization in
Canada and World Studies or
Business.  Teachers with experience
in these two subject areas draw on
their training in history, politics,
economics and business.  However,
there is no requirement that a high
school Law teacher have studied
law or taken any specific credentials
in law.  Inviting someone from the
justice sector to speak to students is
an opportunity to access new
expertise.

Civics 10
All students are required to take
Civics 10 where they learn about
the justice system as a part of our
democracy.  Consequently, this
course is the best opportunity to
introduce all students to their role
in the justice system, provide an
introduction to the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, and develop a
basic understanding of the
mechanisms and safeguards of the
justice system.  The Civics class
extends beyond an introduction to
political processes and allows
students to see the interplay of law
making and law enforcement.

Law 11 and Law 12
Law 11 is offered to students
preparing for the workplace,
college or university.  The Law 11
curriculum includes an intro -
duction to criminal law, the Youth
Criminal Justice Act, criminal
procedure, the Charter, private and
public law, family law, tort and

Some of the Ontario Courses that
include legal topics

Grade 10
• Civics
• Career Studies
• Aboriginal Peoples in Canada
• Individual and Family Living 
• Introduction to Business
• Canadian History Since World War I
• Healthy Active Living Education

Grade 11
• Introduction to Financial

Accounting
• Understanding Canadian Law
• American History
• World History to the 16th Century
• Canadian History & Politics Since

1945
• World History Since 1900
• Travel and Tourism
• Current Aboriginal Issues
• The Individual and the Economy
• Making Economic Choices
• Canadian Politics and Citizenship
• Designing Your Future
• Healthy Active Living Education
• Introduction to Anthropology,

Psychology, and Sociology
• Living and Working With Children
• Parenting

Grade 12
• Introduction to International

Business
• Canadian and International Law
• History, Identity, and Culture
• The West and the World
• Canadian and World Politics
• Canadian and World Issues
• Analysing Current Economic Issues
• Aboriginal Governance
• Aboriginal Issues in a Global

Context
• Philosophy: Questions and

Theories
• Organizational Studies
• Adventures in World History
• Healthy Active Living Education
• Issues in Human Growth and

Development
• Parenting & Human Development

Civics 10 is divided into three streams, Informed, Purposeful and Active
Citizenship.  This is a summary of some of the curriculum expectations that link
directly to OJEN programs and resources about the justice system.

Informed Citizenship
Students learn about the causes of conflict, the role of democratic and
authoritarian forms of decision making and types of conflict resolution.  The
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms is discussed in relation to schools,
communities, and the nation.  The principles of openness and accountability
are linked to the judicial system’s role in protecting the rights of both
individuals and society.  Students analyse cases that have upheld or restricted
a citizen’s rights and responsibilities, and compare how laws, regulations,
public policies, and decisions are made and enforced at the municipal,
provincial, and federal levels. Students also analyze international conflicts and
summarize the rights and responsibilities of global citizenship.

Purposeful Citizenship
Students learn to describe fundamental beliefs and values of democratic
citizenship including the rule of law, human dignity, freedom of expression,
freedom of religion, respect for the rights of others, and responsibility for
others.  They learn to articulate their own beliefs and connect them to a sense
of civic purpose.  Students describe examples of human rights violations and
assess the effectiveness of responses to such violations, including the
evolution of Canada’s participation in international tribunals. 

Active Citizenship
By investigating and undertaking their own project, students contrast different
ways of resolving disputes, analyse important contemporary cases and issues
and compare the impact of various types of non-violent citizen participation
(e.g., advocacy, community service, voting, serving on juries) in resolving public
issues in Canada.  They complete the course with an understanding of their
responsibilities as local, national, and global citizens.

(continued from page 1) contract law, workplace legal issues
and the evolution of legal standards.  

In grade 12, university bound
students learn about International
law, Charter issues, different
philosophies of law, human rights
and constitutional law and
alternative dispute resolution.
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Welcome from the Chief Justice of Ontario, The Hon. Warren K. Winkler

Over the last year, the Ontario Justice Education
Network has continued to play an important
role in strengthening justice education

programming in Ontario. Through the ongoing
support and dedication of members of the Bench, the
Bar, courts administration, educational institutions
and individual members of the community, much has
been accomplished to meet OJEN’s mandate.

Last fall, I had the pleasure, along with Chief Justice
Heather Smith and Chief Justice Annemarie Bonkalo,
to present the OJEN Chief Justices’ Award to Mr. Rick
Gosling.  The Chief Justices’ Award acknowledges the
exceptional efforts of an individual in promoting
justice education in Ontario.  Rick, a community
activist, has been developing and delivering
programs that connect youth with justice sector

professionals.  In
particular, he has been a
moving force behind
“Law in the Mall” events,
the Second Chance
Scholarship Program, and
the establishment of new
libraries at youth
facilities.  For the first
time, the presentation of
the award took place at
Osgoode Hall as part of

the day long events that
celebrated the annual Opening
of Courts in Ontario. 

Looking ahead, there are a
number of activities planned for
Law Week April 14-17, 2009.
Commemorating the enactment
of the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, Law Week provides
young people an opportunity to
learn about the critical role that
the Charter and the justice
system play in protecting our legal rights and freedoms.

Leading up to Law Week, mock trial competitions will be
held across Ontario.  The competitions have proven to be a
true success for not only the students who participate in
the events, but also for the many lawyers who coach the
student teams and the judges who preside over the mock
trials.  Good luck to all involved in this year’s competition.
In closing, I am pleased to welcome you to this edition of
the Courtrooms & Classrooms Newsletter. On behalf of the
people and the communities that benefit from your
support and hard work, thank you for your ongoing
commitment to OJEN.

The Honourable Warren K. Winkler
Chief Justice of Ontario

What’s new at OJEN
OJEN is pleased to partner

with the Law Foundation
of Ontario to introduce

the OJEN/LFO Mock Trial Fund.
This new source of funding for
local mock trial competitions or
tournaments is designed to
make funds available to events
across the province and to

facilitate the sharing of good ideas between regional
Committees and organizers.  OJEN is finding ways to
minimize costs, share resources and ensure equitable
access to this meaningful justice education opportunity
for students.  Details about the fund and the first year’s
recipients are on listed page 4.

Two new projects have focused on under-served groups
of youth and allowed for new partnerships.  In June
OJEN assisted with a court visit for kindergarten
students. (pg. 5)  Based on this experience, OJEN
developed new resource for elementary aged students
linking legal topics to the curriculum by focusing on
discussions of fairness.  Watch the OJEN website or
future editions of Courtrooms & Classrooms to learn
more about the Elementary Mock Trial Program piloted
in January.

A new partnership with the Women’s Legal Education

and Action Fund (LEAF) resulted in a very successful full-
day program for over 100 girls interested in promoting
equality through careers in law.  Plans are underway for
next year’s Persons’ Day events, including similar
educational events in a number of Ontario
communities.

This past fall has been a very busy, with three new staff
joining the OJEN team.  Enisone Kadiri has been
coordinating OJEN programs in Toronto’s 13 Priority
Neighbourhoods, thanks to a grant from the Youth
Challenge Fund.  Jessica Reekie has taken over from
Julie King, facilitating justice education for Newcomer
youth.  We wish Julie the best at Educaloi, Montreal’s
justice education organization.  Stephanie Nilausen is
promoting provincial replication of many of the OJEN
project ideas, focusing most recently on some of the
Elementary School projects. 

Whether as part of a Courthouse visit, an ongoing
program, or the replication of a new project in your
area, we all look forward to providing support, ideas and
resources to the thousands of volunteers who are
delivering OJEN justice education programs around
Ontario.

Warm regards,
Sarah McCoubrey

Sarah McCoubrey, OJEN’s
Executive Director

The Honourable Warren K. Winkler
Chief Justice of Ontario



M
ock Trials provide a positive,
experiential way of exposing students
to the justice system, as well as

developing their personal advocacy skills.
Adopting the perspective of a witness or
advocating for either side of a case requires
students to develop their critical thinking skills
and appreciate the adversarial approach.
Exposure to judges, lawyers and court staff
promotes mentoring and career modeling.
Justice sector volunteers, either coaching in the
classroom or coordinating courthouse access

consistently report that volunteering for mock trials is a rewarding way to interact with young people in their
communities.  From a pedagogical perspective, as well as from a community outreach perspective, mock trials are
positive experiences for everyone.

OJEN and the Law Foundation of Ontairo have partnered to create the OJEN/LFO Mock Trial Fund that will provide
financial support and other resources to the ever expanding roster of mock trial events across Ontario. The fund aims
for an equitable distribution of funds and simple application
process.   

Funding applications are welcomed from existing and new
mock trial events.  In addition to financial support, OJEN
provides assistance with scenarios, information and tips on
gaining sponsorship and in-kind support from local businesses,
media coverage, approaching and involving justice sector
representatives, requesting courthouse space for events, and
other items.

Criteria for eligible mock trial events include:

1. Designed for Ontario secondary school students

2. Include at least four schools, or youth involved in community
organizations

3. Include justice sector volunteer participation

4. Competitive or non-competitive format

5. Participatory or demonstrative

6. Held at any time during the year

7. Promote inclusive access to justice education

Applications are due by November 30 of each year, and can be
submitted by anyone involved in the organization of a mock
trial event.

For additional information on OJEN/LFO’s Mock Trial Fund,
please  visit www.OJEN.ca or email info@ojen.ca.
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Funding Ontario Mock Trials:
Announcing the new OJEN/LFO Mock Trial Fund

2009 Grant Recipients of the
OJEN/LFO Mock Trial Fund

Sudbury Mock Trial Competition

Canadian Italian Advocate Organization
Annual Mock Trial 

2009 Judges’ Cup, York Region Secondary
School Mock Trials

Simcoe-Muscoka Mock Trial Programme

District School Board of Niagara Mock Trial
Tournament

Kelly Cup Oshawa Mock Trial

Sarnia Ontario Court of Justice Advocacy
Competition

Waterloo Association Secondary School Mock
Trial Event

Peel Mock Trial Tournament

Halton Regional Mock Trial Tournament

Ottawa Experiential Mock Trial Event 

Hamilton Justice Education Mock Trials
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I
n June of 2008, Ms. Missios’ junior and senior
kindergarten classes from Lambton Kingsway
Elementary School visited the Superior Court

of Justice in Toronto for a unique opportunity
for her students to meet members of the justice
system and tour a courthouse.

During the visit, students met with former
Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada, Justice
Iacobucci, along with Justices Carolyn Horkins
and Fran Kiteley of the Ontario Superior Court of
Justice, and Edward Iacobucci, a law professor at
the University of Toronto.  Students watched a
brief mock trial demonstration, acting as the
jury.  With simple explanations of justice system
terminology, children were provided with
examples and enjoyed an appearance from Dora
the Explorer characters. A volunteer dressed as
Swiper the Fox acted out a scene where a life-jacket was
allegedly stolen.  Did he do it? At the end of the mock
trial, students were asked whether Swiper was guilty of
stealing the jacket. During the visit, Justice Iacobucci
was pressed to explain legal concepts when a student
asked, “What does guilty mean?” He outlined the
difference between right and wrong and used family
rules as an example. 

After the mock trial, students had a chance to sit in the
judge’s and lawyer’s chairs, and visit Justice Horkins’
chambers.  Ms. Missios later followed up in the
classroom by asking students to draw a picture of their
visit and to explain what they liked about the trip.
OJEN has a number of resources and courthouse visit
ideas for elementary classes and young students.  Visit
www.OJEN.ca for additional information.

Lambton Kingsway - Elementary Court Experience

winter 2009

Students at Joyce Public School participate in another of OJEN’s Elementary School program.

Justice Education Symposium
May 14-15, 2009, University of Toronto, Faculty of Law

This annual symposium, co-hosted by OJEN and the LAWS program on May 14th and 15th, 2009
focuses on strategies, and ideas that promote education about justice system in schools.
Representatives from high schools, colleges, universities, community organizations and the justice
sector share their expertise in promoting an understanding of the justice system in partnership with
local schools. Topics will include:

• Engaging students on civil law topics 
• Strategies for Experiential learning
• Constitutionalism and Justice Education 
• Programs for youth involved in the criminal justice system
• Engaging post-secondary students, professors and alumni 
• Working with Legal Clinics and Pro Bono Students Canada

Set aside May 14th and 15th and watch for more details and registration info to follow or visit the
OJEN website at www.ojen.ca for more information.  To reserve your spot, and to indicate interest in
the travel subsidies, send an email to symposium@ojen.ca.
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While many Canadians are
able to enjoy their freedom
of expression, universal

healthcare and access to free public
school education, countless remain
marginalized, requiring assistance,
intervention and compassion.  At
the Active Citizens workshop, Grade
10 Civics students considered how
they can address these social justice
issues. OJEN asked students the
following questions : what can
Canadian youth do to become
active citizens in their community;
what issues matter to young people
today; and how do today’s youth
feel about the current social issues? 

Students had the opportunity to
meet individuals who have used
law to make a difference in their
communities, learn about successful
social justice projects and create a
plan of action for working on an
issue that is important to their
school or community.  OJEN has
since been working with schools
and youth groups to set up similar
events, helping to start new
projects, making community
contacts in the justice sector, and
put ideas into action.

The program started with students
discussing 15 cases that have
changed Canadian society.  In
sessions facilitated by lawyers,

Active Citizens –
Students take on Social Justice Issues

students discussed the ways that
the legal system is used by
advocates of social justice issues.

Samira Ahmed, Chair of the Ottawa
Youth Commission and workshop
facilitator at Ottawa’s event,
commented on the significance
of becoming active within our
communities: “The workshop was a
wonderful introduction to programs
available within the city and an
interesting exercise in proactive
problem solving.”  She further
explains that: “This [type of program]
helps youth break away from the
stereotype of being ‘complainers’, for
which they are [often] labelled!”
Educators were also able to benefit
from attending the workshop, as
many youth offered insight to the
issues they faced and felt most
troubled by within their schools.
Facilitators worked with students
and teachers to engage and inspire. 

When asked about student
participation and engagement
regarding such programs, Ahmed
shared that, “I find there are many
participants who learn something
small and that will affect them
over time and others who learn a
lot and then embark on a lifelong
commitment to volunteerism and
community development.”

During smaller, break-out group
exercises, students were asked to
develop an action plan to address
the question: “How do young
people become active citizens
within their schools, communities
and country?” Given the
opportunity to work together,
students came up with creative
ideas to deal with some of the
pressing issues.

So what are some of the
concerns on the minds of
today’s youth?

Combating racial
discrimination: Some of the
ways students thought to bring
change through awareness
included; public speaking
sessions, skits about racial
discrimination, tv commercials,
posters/pamphlets, school
presentations, recreation centers,
churches, public places, and the
internet (ie: Facebook).

Child Labour: in order to raise
awareness of where clothes come
from & the child labour that
occurs, students thought of
holding a “no pants day” at
school to spread awareness of
child labour & poor working
conditions

Reducing Homelessness:
students thought to collect
clothes, hold food drives, fill up
boxes from each classroom, and
raise awareness through a BBQ,
or picnic with students, staff and
the community

Additional student concerns
included issues surrounding:
AIDS; Bad Parenting; Bullying;
Dress codes; Drugs;
Environmental issues;
Government corruption; and
Public Transit.
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Justice of the Peace, Her Worship Lori-Ann Toulouse
has recently joined the team of OJEN volunteers,
collaborating most recently on the Wasse-Abin

Justice Education Program and the Bail Symposium at
Wasse-Abin Wikwemikong High School in early January,
2009, at Manitoulin Island.

When asked what drew her to become involved with
justice education, Her Worship noted “As a youth I
experienced a lot of turmoil and did not want my
children or other youth to experience that type of life.”
She continued “It has always been a goal of mine to
work with the youth and help them along in their
journey.  Most importantly, to let them know they can
succeed and contribute to making the world a
wonderful place to live.”

Her Worship Toulouse became a justice of the peace in
the fall of 1994, performing on an emergency basis for
Manitoulin Island and surrounding area. In early 2001,
she was advised that Bail Court would commence in the
Village of Wikwemikong, and was invited to be the
hearing Justice.  Accepting the position, she began
training for Bail Court at the Sudbury Court House the
summer of 2001, and has since remained in Sudbury

after being appointed as a presiding full-time justice of
the peace in June of 2002.

This past January, Her Worship was involved with the
justice education programming with OJEN and the
community at Manitoulin.  She summed up her
experience by noting “It was a great delight to hear of
the justice education project in Manitoulin and it was an
honour to be part of it.”

Volunteer  Profile: Justice of the Peace,
Her Worship Lori-Ann Toulouse

New OJEN Staff
Jessica Reekie, B.A. LL.B Program Manager
Jessica brings to OJEN her experience working with newcomers in addition to her previous
employment and volunteer activities in the non-profit sector for the past 10 years. A graduate of
Harvard University and Dalhousie Law School, Jessica clerked at the Federal Court in Ottawa before
practicing immigration and refugee law at a Toronto law firm. She has worked with youth in after-
school programs in Boston and Beirut, taught ESL classes in Istanbul and coordinated a student-run

pro-bono immigration clinic in Halifax.

Enisoné L. Kadiri, B.A. JET  Program Coordinator
A McGill University graduate, Enisoné brings to OJEN a background in social justice advocacy,
community based research and community development. She has experience collaborating on
projects at the local, national and international levels.
Enisoné has worked with marginalized youth, and has
experience in program management, development, and

evaluation garnered from her work with equity-seeking groups and
women’s rights organizations.

Stephanie Nilausen, B.A., J.D. Assistant Program Manager
Stephanie brings to OJEN her experience working with
marginalized youth in educational and mentoring
capacities and her experience in program development,
management, and implementation, garnered from
previous justice education programs for youth.

Stephanie graduated with a law degree from the University of Toronto.

OJEN Staff can offer ideas, assistance and
support for local activities.

Executive Director Sarah McCoubrey
Executive Assistant Nadine Demoe
Program Managers Sarah Pole, Andrea Sobko,

Jessica Reekie, Enisoné L.
Kadiri, Danielle Manton,
Stephanie Nilausen

To reach any OJEN staff member contact the
OJEN office at 416-947-5273 or info@ojen.ca.



Robin Flumerfelt, Crown counsel; Mara Greene, Counsel,
Schreck & Greene; and Kimberley Johnston, Centre of
Forensic Sciences.  One teacher indicated “I’ve added a
section on forensics to my Gr. 12 class...the material is most
helpful” while another said “(the session on forensics) was
clearly topical, and it helps us keep up with new trends –
with what is so fascinating for our students!”

As co-presenter for this session, Kimberley Johnson,
Section Head of Organizational Development at the
Centre of Forensic Sciences, sheds some light on the
idea of young people pursuing the line of work based
on intrigue enhanced through media: “The real world of
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Forensics 101 – Myths vs Reality

A
t this years’ Summer Law Institute OJEN offered a
session titled “Forensics 101” which provided
educators with information on this aspect of

investigations and prepared them to discuss the
difference between the reality of forensic investigation
and its TV portrayal.

In response to feedback from previous Institute
attendees, the SLI planning committee focused on the
world of forensics, offering sessions both in Convocation
Hall at Osgoode and at the Old City Hall courthouse.
“Forensics 101”, presented by Sgt. Edward Adach,
Toronto Police Service, Forensics Identification Services;

2008 Toronto Summer Law Institute

Over eighty secondary school teachers attended
the 2008 Toronto Summer Law Institute (SLI),
organized by the OJEN SLI Planning Committee.

Held August 26th and 27th, 2008, at Toronto’s Osgoode
Hall, teachers heard from a roster
of exceptional speakers and
received new classroom resources.

In her opening remarks, Justice
Gloria Epstein, of the Ontario Court
of Appeal, discussed the
importance of justice education in
creating a more accessible justice
system. She also acknowledged
the role that teachers play, through
their efforts in the classroom, in
strengthening the public understanding of the justice
system.  When asked to describe the importance of such
connections, one teacher remarked “I’m inspired now,
and can’t wait to do some of this with my classes!”

This year’s program offered a variety of speakers and
presentations, including a highly praised session on

restorative justice, presented by Eva
Marszewski of Peacebuilders International,
and David Sovran, former Vice Principal of
Jarvis Collegiate Institute.  Both presenters
discussed the process of restorative justice
and how peacebuilding circles can be used
in a school environment.  Through audience
participation, the presenters demonstrated
how to establish and implement peace -
building circles in schools and communities,
focusing on the importance of respectful
and reflective dialogue amongst all
members of the circle. Sovran used
peacebuilding circles in his role as Vice
Principal, to resolve school conflict.  He
discussed the positive outcome attained by

those involved, students and teachers alike.

Other sessions offered at this year’s Institute include: a
Keynote Address given by Alan Borovoy of the Canadian

Civil Liberties Association; a look at
Immigration Law by Barbara
Jackman of Jackman & Associates;
Civil Law Confidential: Three Tough
Lessons presented by Lee Akazaki,
Gilbertson Davis Emerson LLP;
Jennifer McAleer, Fasken
Martineau; and Jeffrey Radnoff,
Radnoff Law Offices; along with
sessions on Labour & Employment
Law presented by Marnie Baizley

of Kuretzky, Vassos, Henderson LLP and Fay Faraday of
Cavalluzzo Hayes Shilton McIntyre & Cornish LLP; The
Top 5 Cases of 2008; and Forensics 101.

For additional information on OJEN’s Summer Law
Institutes around Ontario, please visit www.OJEN.ca or
email sli@ojen.ca.

One teacher noted “This was
an excellent institute.  I
appreciate the time and
planning put in by all involved
so we could better ourselves as
law teachers.  Thank you.”
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On October 16, 2008, over 100 girls from around
the province took part in a justice education
program put on by the Ontario Justice Education

Network, the LAWS Program at the University of
Toronto and the Women’s Legal Education and Action
Fund (LEAF).

Young women were invited to attend the annual LEAF
Persons’ Day Breakfast and listen to keynote speaker
The Honourable Louise Arbour.  Law firms, unions, and
other equity seeking organizations donated seats at
their tables for each girl.  After the breakfast, these girls
had a unique opportunity to meet informally with Ms.
Arbour for a private Q&A session.

The rest of the day, developed by OJEN, included a tour
of Osgoode Hall, a question and answer session with
Court of Appeal judges, and workshops about the
impact that women have made through legal advocacy,
presented by the Law Society of Upper Canada.  The
girls then visited the Faculty of Law at the University of
Toronto and met with law students who
discussed equality-seeking cases, as well as
their experiences at law school over a lunch
provided by the LAWS Program, the high
school outreach program of the Faculty of
Law.

The girls made a final stop at one of the
many law firms that volunteered to provide
a tour of their offices and a chance to see
the day-to-day workings of a legal practice.

The full day event highlighted the potential
of pursuing a career in law in order to
promote equality and social change. “Thank
you very much for this amazing opportunity.

I learned so much and it really helped me figure out what I
want to do after high school“, commented one
participating student. These young women not only had
a chance to meet some of Canada’s most prominent
jurists, but also to consider the law as a tool for
strengthening our democracy and resisting inequality.

The following firms and organizations hosted girls
throughout the day:

Blake, Cassels and Graydon LLP
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
Cavalluzzo Hayes Shilton McIntyre & Cornish LLP
Fasken Martineau
Fraser Milner Casgrain LLP
Gowlings Lefleur Henderson LLP
McLean & Kerr LLP
Osler Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
Sack Goldblatt Mitchell LLP
Stikeman Elliott LLP
Torkin Manes Barristers and Solicitors

Judges and Lawyers Invite High School Girls
to Consider a Legal Career

forensic science is not what is ‘seen on TV.’” She continues,
“A career in forensic science is not glitz and glamour. It’s
about hard work and often involves dealing with
unpleasant materials.” Johnson adds, “It’s about getting it
right, providing accurate information to the court, and not
being an advocate for one side or the other.”

Additional topics covered during the seminar included:
expert testimony; role of forensics in investigation and
in courts; myths versus reality; and a Mock Court
experience.

After hearing about the various perspectives on forensic
sciences, teachers saw a courtroom application of this
expertise as Sgt. Adach was examined and cross
examined on his analysis of crime scene footprints.

Justice Lauren Marshall presided over this session at Old
City Hall and discussed the judicial perspective on
forensic evidence.

Norm Innocente, law teacher at Windsor’s S.J. Brennan
Catholic High School in Windsor attended the Forensics
101 session.  When asked how such seminars can aid
teachers, Innocente replied, “I believe that learning about
forensics can assist all secondary school law teachers.  It’s
not only our students who [will benefit by learning] about
police investigative techniques, but us as well.”

For more additional information on the Summer Law

Institute and the Forensics 101 materials, visit OJEN.ca or

email info@ojen.ca. 
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The Ontario Institute for
Catholic Education

The Ontario Institute for Catholic Education (ICE)
brings together and assists organizations that
share responsibility for English Catholic education.
The ICE arranges periodic gatherings of
representatives from every sector of the Catholic
education community for the purpose of exploring
contemporary issues in Catholic education.

The ICE fosters a common vision on issues and
policies that promotes and protects Catholic
education and works to preserve the historical
contribution to Catholic education of religious
communities of both men and women.  When
requested, the ICE participates in discussions with
the other churches or religious groups in Ontario
regarding their views and positions on religious
education. 

As part of its mandate, the ICE delivers programs
for pre-service and in-service education of Catholic
teachers, as well as working with all organizations
which provide professional development
opportunities for persons in leadership positions
or aspiring to leadership positions in the Ontario
Catholic education system.

A sample of recent publications developed by the
ICE include: AIDS: A Catholic Educational Approach
to HIV; Our Catholic Schools: A Discussion on
Ontario’s Catholic Schools and Their Future;
Ontario Catholic Education Religious Education
Curriculum Policy Document; and Educating the
Soul - Writing Curriculum for Catholic Secondary
Schools.

The Ontario Institute for Catholic Education is a
member of the OJEN Network.  For more
information on the ICE, visit their website at
www.occb.on.ca/ice/

The Advocates Society

Established on November 20, 1963, the
Advocates’ Society was launched as an
organization that would act as a forum
for meetings, discussions and fellowship
among barristers, in order to support the
special needs and interests of counsel.  Since inception, it
has evolved into a diverse, accomplished professional
association of over 3600 members that is recognized
throughout the legal profession for its success in
advocacy education and legal reform. 

The Advocates’ Society mandate focuses on promoting
excellence in advocacy, and reflects the following
principal objectives that define its role and activities:
Being the Voice of Advocates in Society; Promoting
Ethical and Professional Practice Standards for Advocates;
Expanding Leadership Roles in Teaching the Skills of
Advocacy; Protecting the Independence of the Bar and
the Judiciary; and Fostering Collegiality Among Members.

The Advocates’ Society Arleen Goss Young Advocates’
Award, presented in recognition of distinguished
advocacy to an individual demonstrating concern for and
contribution to the advancement of social justice, paired
with active involvement and commitment to his or her
community, was presented to Joe Di Luca, an OJEN
volunteer and highly active member of various OJEN
committees, in June of 2007.  Through his dedication to
mock trial events, acting as a sounding board for OJEN
related initiatives, and remaining a key source to
recruiting new lawyer volunteers, Joe’s contribution to
OJEN has been immeasurable over the years and played
an integral role in his nomination for this award. 

As part of its various initiatives, The Advocates’ Society
has been helping safeguard the public education rights
of low-income children and youth across Ontario through
the Child Advocacy Project (CAP).  CAP is a volunteer-
based legal service run in partnership with Pro Bono Law
Ontario, The Advocates’ Society and Justice for Children
and Youth (JFCY).  Volunteers provide expert legal advice,
verbal and written intervention with school
administrators, and representation at hearings and
tribunals for children and youth whose legal rights were
denied at school.

The Advocates’ Society is a member of the OJEN Network.
For more information visit www.advocates.ca. 
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Courtrooms & Classrooms Notice Board

OJEN welcomes 3 new staff members; Jessica Reekie, Program
Manager; Enisoné Kadiri, JET Program Coordinator; and Stephanie
Nilausen, Assistant Program Manager.  

OJEN sends best wishes to former Program Manager Julie Kon Kam
King who recently joined the team at Éducaloi in Montréal.

New resources available on the OJEN website (www.ojen.ca) include:
The “Top 5”, case summaries and discussion questions of relevant issues
for the classroom identified by Justice Juriansz; The Oakes Test, an
explanatory handout and classroom activity; new Landmark Cases on
Hill v. Hamilton-Wentworth Police, Irwin Toy v. Quebec, Law v. Canada,
R. v. A.M., R. v. Brown, R. v. Drybones, R. v. Keegstra, R. v. Latimer, and The
Ipperwash Inquiry; Trial Fairness produced by the clerks of the court of
Appeal; Justice and the Media – a curriculum resource; New Mock
Trial Scenarios for non-competitive, competitive and demonstration
events include;  R. v. Wai, R. v. Tisi, R. v. Wilson; and OJEN’s Labour and
Employment Law Resource.

OJEN is growing! Please visit our new Events section on the OJEN
website. Please forward any upcoming events, requests for copies,
change of address, submissions of interest, or Courtrooms & Classrooms
feedback to info@ojen.ca.

Recent & Upcoming Events

OJEN’s third annual Justice Education Symposium will take place May
14 & 15 in Toronto. To register visit www.ojen.ca or call 416-947-5273.

The annual Canadian Association for the Practical Study of Law in
Education (CAPSLE) Conference, will take place April 26-28 at the
Royal York Hotel, Toronto. Visit www.capsle.com for details.

The Ontario Business Educators’ Association Spring Conference
will take place in Toronto, April 23 & 24.  Visit www.obea.ca for details.

Celebrate Law Day 2009 from April 14-17. Visit www.oba.org for
details.

The Canadian Centre for Diversity’s annual Spring Youth Leaders
Forum will take place on April 7.  Interested teachers can visit
www.centrefordiversity.ca for more details. 

OJEN’s Charter Challenge, will take place during March 27 - May 4.
Register by March 18 on the OJEN website.

The Sudbury Mock Trial Competition took place January 12.  Other
upcoming tournaments include: The 7th Annual Let Justice Prevail
Mock Trial Tournament and the York Region’s Judges’ Cup
Competition, and annual mock trial tournaments in Halton,
Hamilton, Kitchener/Waterloo, Sarnia, Simcoe-Muskoka, Thunder
Bay, Oshawa, and Toronto. 

Spring and summer Law Society of Upper Canada Public Education
events include Black History Month, February 5, International
Women’s Day, March 2, International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination, March 19, National Holocaust Memorial Day,
April 21, Asian Heritage Month, May 5, Access Awareness, May 25,
National Aboriginal Day, June 11, and a Pride Week event, June 25.
Students are welcome. For further information contact Rudy Ticzon,
LSUC Community & Policy Advisor at rticzon@lsuc.on.ca.

Resource Links
Law Courts Education Society of B.C.
www.lces.ca

Since 1989, the Law Courts Education Society of B.C.
(LCES) has been dedicated to improving access to the
legal system through hands-on, targeted, two-way
education between the public and those working in
the justice system. 

Their educational programs and services are
designed to help communities better understand
how our justice system works and their role in it. One
of the online resources offered by LCES, the YCJA
Legal Rights 4U was created to help youth better
understand the Youth Criminal Justice Act.
Consisting of a variety of learning tools, this resource
offers; an interactive court tour; glossary of terms;
feature stories and articles paired with trivia games
and facts, quizzes, and classroom discussion
questions; an online discussion board; and a library
divided into 4 sections – Legislation, Publications,
Multimedia, and web sites.

As a non-profit organization with ongoing public and
private sector financial and volunteer support, LCES is
able to offer a unique and comprehensive collection
of justice related educational services and effectively
work towards creating a justice system that is
accessible to all.

Courtprep
www.courtprep.ca

This interactive website was designed and developed
by youth for youth who are preparing to testify in
court.  Travelling through the court process step by
step online, starting with security and ending in the
virtual courtroom, youth are given the opportunity
to learn about the potential roles they might have.
From being called as a witness, to reporting a crime,
Courtprep offers a variety of learning scenarios,
games and terminology in a fun and easy to use
interactive site.  

Courtprep.ca has been made possible through
the partnership of Sexual Assault Care Centre,
The Scarborough Hospital and Toronto Child
Abuse Centre.

Courtrooms & Classrooms is also available at
www.ojen.ca

Salle d’audience et salle de classe est aussi
disponible en français.



Mission:
OJEN is dedicated to
promoting understanding,
education and dialogue to
support a responsive and
inclusive justice system.

Objectives:
1. Foster public

understanding of the
justice system and the
challenges it faces.

2. Support and encourage
the values of a public,
transparent and
accessible justice
system through
research and education.

3. Encourage dialogue
between justice system
participants and the
public.

4. Develop, coordinate, or
deliver public legal
education informa tion
and programs to
students and others.

Network
The Network is a collaborative forum serving as a communications and facilitation link for justice
system participants, educators, community representatives and others with an interest in public legal
educational activity. The Network has an advisory role to OJEN’s Board and Executive Director.
Participants include:
The Chief Justice of Ontario (Chair) – The Hon. Warren K. Winkler
The Chief Justice of the Superior Court of Justice – The Hon. Heather Forster Smith
The Chief Justice of the Ontario Court of Justice – The Hon. Annemarie E. Bonkalo
The Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada – as represented by Mireille Provost 
The Deputy Attorney General of Ontario – Murray Segal
The Deputy Minister of Education – Dr. Ben Levin
The Chair of the Law Foundation of Ontario – Mark Sandler
The Treasurer of the Law Society of Upper Canada – W.A. Derry Millar
The President of the Advocates’ Society – Peter J. E. Cronyn
The President of the County & District Law Presidents’ Association – as represented by Patricia Meehan
The President of the Ontario Bar Association – Jamie K. Trimble
The Ombudsman of Ontario – André Marin
The Chair of Legal Aid Ontario – John McCamus
The President of the Ontario History & Social Science Teachers’ Association – as represented by Allan Hux
The Executive Director of Community Legal Education Ontario – Julie Mathews
The Education Director of the Canadian Civil Liberties Education Trust – Danielle McLaughlin
The Executive Director of the Association of Community Legal Clinics of Ontario – Lenny Abramowicz
The Institute for Catholic Education – as represented by Angelo Bolotta
The President of the Ontario Principals’ Council – Laura Hodgins
The Executive Director of the Ontario Federation of Indian Friendship Centres – Sylvia Maracle
The ESL/ELD Resource Group of Ontario – as represented by Neil McGrath
The Ontario Council of Law Deans – as represented by Patrick Monahan
The Executive Director of the Ontario Council of Agencies Serving Immigrants – Debbie Douglas
The President of the Association of French Speaking Jurists of Ontario – Sean McGee
The Ontario Business Educators’ Association – as represented by Agi Mete

Board of Directors
The Hon. Justice Fran Kiteley, Superior Court of Justice (Chair)
The Hon. Justice Nancy Kastner, Ontario Court of Justice
The Hon. Justice Gloria Epstein, Ontario Court of Appeal
Ann Merritt, Assistant Deputy Minister, Court Services Division, Ministry of the Attorney General
Ginette Plourde, Director (bilingual), French Language Education Policy & Programs Branch,

Ministry of Education
Lorne Sossin, Trustee, Law Foundation of Ontario
Allan Hux, The Ontario History & Social Science Teachers’ Association
Patricia Hatt, Board of Directors, Community Legal Education Ontario
Sherry Cameron-Stobie, Legal Aid Ontario
Janet Minor, Bencher, Law Society of Upper Canada
Angelo Bolotta, Member-at-large, Principal, Cardinal Carter Academy for the Arts
Renée Lapointe, Member-at-large

OJEN is supported by a grant from the Law Foundation of Ontario
and is also supported by the Youth Challenge Fund
Charitable number: 85548 9134 RR0001

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

Osgoode Hall, 130 Queen Street West
Toronto, ON  M5H 2N6

Tel: 416-947-5273   Fax: 416-947-5248
info@ojen.ca   www.ojen.ca
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