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Lesson Plan: To Be Completed Before the Lesson 
 
Student Coordinators: 

• Read detailed lesson plan 
• Provide handouts to teachers in advance  
 

Student Facilitators:
• Read detailed lesson plan and case studies 
• Attend training 
 

Students: 
• Read handouts before class 
 

Teachers: 
• Distribute and assign the handout as reading in advance of the 

lesson 
 

Handouts to be provided:
• Sentencing 
• Youth Records 
• Identification 
• Sentencing Debate – Pro Adult Sentence 
• Sentencing Debate – Anti Adult Sentence 
• Identification Debate – Pro Identification 
• Identification Debate – Anti Identification 
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Lesson Plan – Summary (Day 1) 
 

1) Introduction by Student Coordinators.  
a) Introduce student coordinators and student facilitators.  
b) Explain the overview of the Saunder’s Secondary School program.  

i. 4 modules (YCJA, Restorative Justice, Employment/Health & 
Safety and Human Rights) 

ii. Each module consists of 2 days.  
1. Day 1 – Mini lectures and group discussions 
2. Day 2 – Engage in debates, mock trials and Mediation 

sessions.  
 

2) Student Coordinator Lead Instruction/Discussion  
a) General Overview of the Criminal Justice System (basic principles) 
b) Principles of the Youth Criminal Justice Act (basic principles) 
c) Interesting facts / Myths of the Youth Criminal Justice Act. 

 
3) Student Facilitator Lead Discussion in Small Groups. 

a) Youth Sentencing 
i. Purpose of sentencing 
ii. Sentencing principles 
iii. Adult sentencing for youths 

b) Youth Records and Identification 
i. Purpose of identification  
ii. Exceptions 

4) Small Group Activity – (Case Analysis) 
a) Provide handout to each group with brief set of facts of a case as 

well as discussion questions 
b) Groups 1 & 2 will analyze a case re: youth sentencing.  (Bathroom 

sisters case) 
c) Preparation for debate – Group 1 will argue in favour of having an 

adult sentence handed out to the sisters and group 2 is against 
having an adult sentence handed out to the sisters.   
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d) Groups 3 & 4 will analyze a case re: Identification. (Toronto Bomb 
Plot case) 

e) Preparation for debate – Group 3  will argue that the young men 
accused of being terrorists should be identified by the media and 
group 4 will argue that their identification should not be released.  

f) Each group will appoint 2 representatives to debate in front of the 
class on Day 2 against members from the opposing group.  

Lesson Plan - Summary (Day 2) 
 

1) Get into small groups and review arguments that will be put forward 
during the debate.  

2) Two debates: each 30 minutes long.  
3) The student coordinator will act as the mediator.  
4) Wrap up. 
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Lesson Plan: Detailed Summary  
(Student Coordinator Lead Instruction/Discussion)  
 
General Overview of the Criminal Justice System  

 
Criminal Code 
 

•  Criminal Code:  This is a compilation of laws enacted by the federal     
       Parliament that specify criminal offences.   
• The Criminal Code specifies the maximum and minimum punishments that 

courts can sentence an offender. 
• Eg.  Theft is a prohibited offence in the Criminal Code. 

 
Types of Offences 
 

• There are indictable, summary and hybrid offences contained in the 
Criminal Code. 

 
• Indictable: This is the most serious type of crime.  It is a crime which is more 

serious and has a higher penalty than a summary offence. 
o Eg. Murder is an example of an indictable offence. 

 
• Summary offence: This is a less serious crime with a lower penalty than an 

indictable offence. 
o Eg. Causing a disturbance is an example of a summary offence. 

 
• Hybrid offence: Many crimes have the option of being either an indictable 

or summary offence and it is up to the Crown prosecutor to decide which 
one is appropriate under the circumstances. 

o Eg. Theft under five thousand dollars is an example of a hybrid 
offence. 

   
Major Players 
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• Crown Prosecutor: these are government lawyers who lay charges in a 
criminal matter and conduct proceedings against a person charged with 
a crime. 

o At trial, the Crown prosecutor must prove beyond a reasonable 
doubt that the accused is guilty of committing a crime. 

 
• Defence Lawyer: This is a lawyer who represents the person charged with 

the crime. 
o At trial, the defence lawyer must question the evidence put forth by 

the prosecution and may put forth evidence which would help the 
accused. 

 
• Judge: This is a person who hears the evidence put forth by both the 

prosecution and the defence. 
o In order to convict, the judge must believe beyond a reasonable 

doubt that it was the accused that committed the crime. 
 
Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA) 
 

i) YCJA Overview 
 
• Youths under the age of 12 are not held criminally responsible in Canada. 
• When a person between the ages of 12 – 18 violates the Criminal Code, 

that young person is prosecuted according to the YCJA. 
• The YCJA sets out the procedures for the youth criminal justice system. 
 
ii) Principles of the Youth Criminal Justice Act   

 
Declaration of Principle of the YCJA: 

 
    Intention of the youth criminal justice system:  
 

• Promote the long-term protection of the public through:   
a) Rehabilitating and reintegrating young offenders into society. 
b) Preventing crime by addressing the circumstances which are 

motivating the young person to offend. 
c) Ensuring that young offenders face appropriate consequences. 

 
A Separate Criminal Justice System:  
 
• A criminal justice system for youth emphasizes: 
a) The rehabilitation and reintegration of young people who offend 
b) Fair sentences that reflects the offenders’ young age 
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c) The recognition of young people’s rights, including the right to privacy 
d) Timely intervention of young offenders  
 

Accountability 
• Sentences given to young people who offend should:  

a) Repair the harm done to the victim and society. 
b) Take the young person’s needs into consideration. 
c) Be meaningful to the offender and if possible, the family, community 

and social agencies should be involved in the young person’s 
rehabilitation and reintegration. 

d) Respect the young person’s gender, ethnicity, cultural and linguistic 
characteristics.  

e) Respect the needs of aboriginal youth and those with special 
requirements. 

 
Proceedings: 

• Proceedings against young persons should respect:  
a) The rights and freedoms of youth, including the right to be heard 

and participate in proceedings. 
b) The victims of the crime who should be: 

i) Treated with compassion. 
ii) Informed about the proceedings. 
iii) Allowed to participate and be heard in the proceedings. 
iv) Treated with respect for their privacy. 

c) Parents should be informed of the proceedings and measures 
involving their children. 
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Interesting Facts/Myths Debunked  
 

• 1/11 youth in Manitoba are brought before the Youth Court 
• 1/22 youth in Ontario are brought before the Youth Court 
• 1/50 youth in Quebec are brought before the Youth Court 

 
Table 1: Majority of cases (principal charge) in youth court (Canada, 1998-9) 

 Total number of 
cases  Percent

Theft under 
$5,000  15,801 15% 

Possession of 
stolen property  5,208 5% 

Failure to appear  11,597 11% 
Failure to comply 
with a disposition 13,072 12% 

Subtotal  45,678 43% 
Other thefts  4,975 5% 
Mischief/damage  5,336 5% 
Break and enter  12,251 11% 
Minor assault  10,545 10% 
Total: Sum of 
eight offences 78,785 74% 

All cases  106,665 100% 
 
There is the perception in the media that youth crime is on the rise, is that 
perception warranted? 

• 94%of youth crime stories in the media were about violent offences when 
less than 25%of Ontario's youth court cases actually involved violent crime. 
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• Crime news on network TV increased 83% from 1990 to 1998. The crime 
rate dropped 20% during that period to its lowest level in 25 years. 
However, due to increased media coverage 2/3 of the public believed it 
was still on the rise. 

Will more stringent penalties for youth, reduce youth crime?  

• A recent study on youth violence concluded that boot camps, custodial 
programs with strict military-style rules, fail to make a positive difference 
and can actually increase the rate at which participants commit new 
crimes.  

• In 2002, the federal government released a review of 111 studies on the 
effects of criminal justice sanctions on more than 442,000 offenders. It 
found that harsher punishments had no deterrent effect on repeat 
offences. The study even suggested that punishment caused a 3% 
increase in recidivism among all groups of offenders, including youth.  
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Sentencing  
 
Purpose of Sentencing:  
 

• To hold young offenders accountable through fair punishments. 
• To aid in their rehabilitation and reintegration into society.  
• Ensure the long-term protection of the public. 

 
Sentencing Principles:  
 

1) A sentence for a youth should not be harsher than what an adult would 
receive for the same crime.  

 
2) Within a region, the sentence given to a young offender should be 

consistent with that given to other young offenders who committed the 
same crime.  

 
3) The sentence must be proportionate to the seriousness of the crime 

committed.  
 

4) Where reasonable, punishments other than custody should be 
considered for all youth, with a special focus on the circumstances of 
aboriginal youth.  

 
5) A sentence must be: 

• The least restrictive sentence which will achieve the purpose set out 
above. 

• Most likely to rehabilitate and reintegrate the young offender into 
society. 

• One that allows the young offender to realize the harm done to the 
victims and the community.  

 
Factors to be Considered in Sentencing: 
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The youth justice court must take into account: 
a) The extent of participation of the young offender in the crime. 
b) The amount of harm done to the victims and whether it was done 

intentionally.  
c) Any attempts by the young offender to compensate the victim or the 

community.  
d) Any time the young person has spent in detention. 
e) Previous crimes committed by the young offender. 
f) Circumstances which increase or lessen the seriousness of the crime. 

 
Adult Sentencing for Youths  
 

• The YCJA recognizes that some youths commit extremely serious offences 
that present a danger to society and a youth sentence would be 
inadequate to hold the young offender accountable. 

 
Requirements for an adult sentence:  
 

• The youth must be at least 14 years old. 
• If a youth is sentenced to an adult sentence, there are provisions under 

the Criminal Code which provide that if convicted of murder, which 
carries a sentence of life in prison, that youth will be eligible for release 
by parole earlier than an adult convicted of murder. 

• It is possible for a youth to receive an adult sentence for any indictable 
offence that an adult may be jailed for more than two years.   

• The onus is on the Crown to prove that an adult sentence is 
appropriate. 

 
The number of Youth sentences which were transferred to Adult sentences.   
 1998-99 1997-98 1996-97 

 
Total cases 
brought to 

court 

Total 
transfers 

Total cases 
brought to 

court  

Total 
transfers 

Total cases 
brought to 

court 

Total 
transfers 

Canada 106,665 91 110,883 79 110,065 92 
NFLD  2,142 1 2,197 1 2,853 0 
PEI 324 0 376 0  458 0 
Nova Scotia 3,158  0 3,472 2 3,549 0 
New 
Brunswick 1,999 0 2,303 0 2,382 0 

Quebec 11,297 23 10,881 23 11,427 26 
Ontario 40,697 6 44,185 9 46,409 12 
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Manitoba  8,477 29 7,615 23 6,816 32 
Saskatchewan 8,127 1 9,115 1 8,540 0 
Alberta  17,510 20 16,579 14 15,863 10 
British 
Columbia  11,764 11 13,059 5 10,642 11 

Yukon  438 0 506 0 508 0 
NWT 732 0 595 1 618 1 
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Youth Records 

• Almost any contact with the justice system creates a record. 
o Arrests 
o Charges  
o Sentences.  

• A youth’s record may be closed before they reach 18, stay open after 
the age of 18, or even become an adult record – which is permanent. 
How soon a record will be destroyed depends on the sentence, how 
serious the crime is, and whether one commits another crime while their 
record is still open. 

 
Employment: 

 
• The police will not give any employer, except a government employer, 

information about a youth’s record. However, an employer can ask a 
prospective employee to go to the police and get proof that they do 
not have a record. One has the right to refuse to do this, but a criminal 
check may be required for some jobs. (e.g. Summer camps working 
with children) 

• It is not illegal for an employer to refuse to hire a youth who has a 
criminal record, however, once the record is closed ,it is against the law 
for an employer to refuse to hire one for having committed a crime as 
a youth.  

• Under the YCJA, once you have finished your sentence, including 
probation, it is as if you had never been charged or found guilty. After 
your record is closed, you no longer have a record. 
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Identification  

 
• Under the YCJA, the name or any identifying information about a 

young person in the justice system cannot be published. 
 
Exceptions: 
• If a young person is convicted and receives an adult sentence  
• If the police are trying to apprehend a young person who is considered 

a danger to the public, an order can be made in youth justice court 
allowing publication 

• If a youth has reached 18 years of age and wants his or her identity to 
be published 

• A court order may be obtained to release the name of a young 
offender to a specific community in which the offender will be released  

 
Rationale 

• The rationale for not identifying all young offenders is to try to reduce the 
stigmatization of youths and reduce the risk of re-offending 

• The YCJA tries to prevent the offender from being forever labeled as a 
criminal. 

• The purpose of not publishing the identity is also to prevent the offender 
from having difficulty interacting among the offender’s family, peers and 
community as a stigma can have long lasting effects 
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Handout #1: Sentencing  
 
Purpose of Sentencing:  
 

• To hold young offenders accountable through fair punishments. 
• To aid in their rehabilitation and reintegration into society.  
• Ensure the long-term protection of the public. 

 
Sentencing Principles:  
 

6) A sentence for a youth should not be harsher than what an adult would 
receive for the same crime.  

 
7) Within a region, the sentence given to a young offender should be 

consistent with that given to other young offenders who committed the 
same crime.  

 
8) The sentence must be proportionate to the seriousness of the crime 

committed.  
 

9) Where reasonable, punishments other than custody should be 
considered for all youth, with a special focus on the circumstances of 
aboriginal youth.  

 
10) A sentence must be: 

• The least restrictive sentence which will achieve the purpose set out 
above. 

• Most likely to rehabilitate and reintegrate the young offender into 
society. 

• One that allows the young offender to realize the harm done to the 
victims and the community.  

 
Factors to be Considered in Sentencing: 
 
The youth justice court must take into account: 
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g) The extent of participation of the young offender in the crime. 
h) The amount of harm done to the victims and whether it was done 

intentionally.  
i) Any attempts by the young offender to compensate the victim or the 

community.  
j) Any time the young person has spent in detention. 
k) Previous crimes committed by the young offender. 
l) Circumstances which increase or lessen the seriousness of the crime. 

 
Adult Sentencing for Youths  
 

• The YCJA recognizes that some youths commit extremely serious offences 
that present a danger to society and a youth sentence would be 
inadequate to hold the young offender accountable. 

 
Requirements for an adult sentence:  
 

• The youth must be at least 14 years old. 
• If a youth is sentenced to an adult sentence, there are provisions under 

the Criminal Code which provide that if convicted of murder, which 
carries a sentence of life in prison, that youth will be eligible for release 
by parole earlier than an adult convicted of murder. 

• It is possible for a youth to receive an adult sentence for any indictable 
offence that an adult may be jailed for more than two years.   

• The onus is on the Crown to prove that an adult sentence is 
appropriate. 

 
The number of Youth sentences which were transferred to Adult sentences.   
 1998-99 1997-98 1996-97 

 
Total cases 
brought to 

court 

Total 
transfers 

Total cases 
brought to 

court  

Total 
transfers 

Total cases 
brought to 

court 

Total 
transfers 

Canada 106,665 91 110,883 79 110,065 92 
NFLD  2,142 1 2,197 1 2,853 0 
PEI 324 0 376 0  458 0 
Nova Scotia 3,158  0 3,472 2 3,549 0 
New 
Brunswick 1,999 0 2,303 0 2,382 0 

Quebec 11,297 23 10,881 23 11,427 26 
Ontario 40,697 6 44,185 9 46,409 12 
Manitoba  8,477 29 7,615 23 6,816 32 
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Saskatchewan 8,127 1 9,115 1 8,540 0 
Alberta  17,510 20 16,579 14 15,863 10 
British 
Columbia  11,764 11 13,059 5 10,642 11 

Yukon  438 0 506 0 508 0 
NWT 732 0 595 1 618 1 
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Handout #2: Youth Records 

• Almost any contact with the justice system creates a record. 
o Arrests 
o Charges  
o Sentences.  

• A youth’s record may be closed before they reach 18, stay open after 
the age of 18, or even become an adult record – which is permanent. 
How soon a record will be destroyed depends on the sentence, how 
serious the crime is, and whether one commits another crime while their 
record is still open. 

 
Employment: 

 
• The police will not give any employer, except a government employer, 

information about a youth’s record. However, an employer can ask a 
prospective employee to go to the police and get proof that they do 
not have a record. One has the right to refuse to do this, but a criminal 
check may be required for some jobs. (e.g. Summer camps working 
with children) 

• It is not illegal for an employer to refuse to hire a youth who has a 
criminal record, however, once the record is closed ,it is against the law 
for an employer to refuse to hire one for having committed a crime as 
a youth.  

• Under the YCJA, once you have finished your sentence, including 
probation, it is as if you had never been charged or found guilty. After 
your record is closed, you no longer have a record. 
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Handout #3: Identification  

 
• Under the YCJA, the name or any identifying information about a 

young person in the justice system cannot be published. 
 
Exceptions: 
• If a young person is convicted and receives an adult sentence  
• If the police are trying to apprehend a young person who is considered 

a danger to the public, an order can be made in youth justice court 
allowing publication 

• If a youth has reached 18 years of age and wants his or her identity to 
be published 

• A court order may be obtained to release the name of a young 
offender to a specific community in which the offender will be released  

 
Rationale 

• The rationale for not identifying all young offenders is to try to reduce the 
stigmatization of youths and reduce the risk of re-offending 

• The YCJA tries to prevent the offender from being forever labeled as a 
criminal. 

• The purpose of not publishing the identity is also to prevent the offender 
from having difficulty interacting among the offender’s family, peers and 
community as a stigma can have long lasting effects 
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Handout #4: Sentencing Debate – Pro Adult Sentence 
 
Group #1 

Facts: 

• A 14 year old girl and her 24 year old boyfriend were both charged with 3 
counts of first degree murder.  

• The 14 year old girl and her boyfriend are accused of killing the girl’s 
parents and brother.  

• The 14 year old girl had often complained to her boyfriend that she hated 
her parents because they would ground her and take away her 
computer privileges and thus wanted them dead.  

• The boyfriend brutally stabbed his girlfriend’s parents a total of 36 times. 
• The boyfriend then told his girlfriend to stab her brother. 
• The 14 year old responded by saying “I can’t,” and he said, “You have to, 

I did this for you.” 
• The girl then stabbed her brother once in the chest, and then her 

boyfriend slit her brother’s throat.  
• Immediately after the murder, the 14 year old girl packed some clothes, 

stole her mother’s purse, went to the nearby 7-11 to withdraw cash out of 
her mother’s account and then went to her boyfriend’s trailer. 

• The two accused then went to a house party later that night and were 
seen making out.  

• The 14 year old never checked to see if any of her family members were 
alive, nor did she ever call the police.  

• The defence argued that the 14 year old had merely talked about 
killing/hating her parents, however, never meant it. The defence also 
argued that during and after the murder the girl was in a trance and was 
not aware of what was going on. 

• The crown argued that she wanted her parents killed because they did 
not approve of her dating someone 10 years her senior.  

Trial:  
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• The trial has not yet taken place. 

Sentencing:  

• In the case of murder, It is up to the judge to decide whether to hand out 
an adult sentence or a youth sentence  

• Adult Sentence: If the 14 year old girl is given an adult sentence she could 
receive a life sentence in jail with no possibility of parole for 25 years, the 
minimum sentence would have been 10 years in an adult jail 

• Youth Sentence:  The maximum youth sentence would be 10 years in 
custody  

• Note that once the girls turn 20 they are transferred to an adult prison, one 
sister who is 20, is already in jail 

Questions for Discussion 
 
 
1. The defence argued that at 14 years of age, a youth can not appreciate the 
consequences of murder and therefore the 14 year old girl should be 
sentenced as a youth and not as an adult. 

 
• Can a youth at the age of 14 appreciate the consequences of their 

actions?  
• Should a 14 year old be held to the same standard as an adult? 

   
 
2.   After the murders the 14 year old stole her mother’s purse, withdrew money   
from her mother’s account, went to her boyfriend’s trailer and then to a house 
party later that night.  
 
The 14 year old girl never checked to see if her parents or brother were still alive, 
nor did she call 911.  
 
At trial, the 14 year old cried while on the witness stand and while descriptions of 
her parents and brother’s bodies were read aloud to the court. 
 
Do you feel that she has shown the appropriate remorse that justifies the judge 
giving a youth sentence? 
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3.  If the 14 year old is given an adult sentence she would spend significantly 
more years in prison.   
 
Would more time in jail make the sisters more likely or less likely to commit 
murder again and why?   
 
 
 
4. The crown argued that the 14 year old girl wanted her parents killed because 
they did not approve of her dating a 24 year old man.  
 
The defence argued that she had just complained to her boyfriend as most 
teenagers do, that her parents were overly strict and wished they were dead, 
when in fact she was just venting and did not intend for her boyfriend to kill her 
parents.  
 
Do you think that the 14 year old girl’s intent should have any bearing on whether 
she receives a youth or adult sentence? 
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Handout #5: Sentencing Debate – Anti Adult Sentence 
 
Group #2: 

Facts: 

• A 14 year old girl and her 24 year old boyfriend were both charged with 3 
counts of first degree murder.  

• The 14 year old girl and her boyfriend are accused of killing the girl’s 
parents and brother.  

• The 14 year old girl had often complained to her boyfriend that she hated 
her parents because they would ground her and take away her 
computer privileges and thus wanted them dead.  

• The boyfriend brutally stabbed his girlfriend’s parents a total of 36 times. 
• The boyfriend then told his girlfriend to stab her brother. 
• The 14 year old responded by saying “I can’t,” and he said, “You have to, 

I did this for you.” 
• The girl then stabbed her brother once in the chest, and then her 

boyfriend slit her brother’s throat.  
• Immediately after the murder, the 14 year old girl packed some clothes, 

stole her mother’s purse, went to the nearby 7-11 to withdraw cash out of 
her mother’s account and then went to her boyfriend’s trailer. 

• The two accused then went to a house party later that night and were 
seen making out.  

• The 14 year old never checked to see if any of her family members were 
alive, nor did she ever call the police.  

• The defence argued that the 14 year old had merely talked about 
killing/hating her parents, however, never meant it. The defence also 
argued that during and after the murder the girl was in a trance and was 
not aware of what was going on. 

• The crown argued that she wanted her parents killed because they did 
not approve of her dating someone 10 years her senior.  

Trial:  

• The trial has not yet taken place. 
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Sentencing:  

• In the case of murder, It is up to the judge to decide whether to hand out 
an adult sentence or a youth sentence  

• Adult Sentence: If the 14 year old girl is given an adult sentence she could 
receive a life sentence in jail with no possibility of parole for 25 years, the 
minimum sentence would have been 10 years in an adult jail 

• Youth Sentence:  The maximum youth sentence would be 10 years in 
custody  

• Note that once the girls turn 20 they are transferred to an adult prison, one 
sister who is 20, is already in jail 

Questions for Discussion 
 
 
1. The defence argued that at 14 years of age, a youth can not appreciate the 
consequences of murder and therefore the 14 year old girl should be 
sentenced as a youth and not as an adult. 

 
• Can a youth at the age of 14 appreciate the consequences of their 

actions?  
• Should a 14 year old be held to the same standard as an adult? 

   
 
2.   After the murders the 14 year old stole her mother’s purse, withdrew money   
from her mother’s account, went to her boyfriend’s trailer and then to a house 
party later that night.  
 
The 14 year old girl never checked to see if her parents or brother were still alive, 
nor did she call 911.  
 
At trial, the 14 year old cried while on the witness stand and while descriptions of 
her parents and brother’s bodies were read aloud to the court. 
 
Do you feel that she has shown the appropriate remorse that justifies the judge 
giving a youth sentence? 
 
 
 
 
3.  If the 14 year old is given an adult sentence she would spend significantly 
more years in prison.   
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Would more time in jail make the sisters more likely or less likely to commit 
murder again and why?   
 
 
 
4. The crown argued that the 14 year old girl wanted her parents killed because 
they did not approve of her dating a 24 year old man.  
 
The defence argued that she had just complained to her boyfriend as most 
teenagers do, that her parents were overly strict and wished they were dead, 
when in fact she was just venting and did not intend for her boyfriend to kill her 
parents.  
 
Do you think that the 14 year old girl’s intent should have any bearing on whether 
she receives a youth or adult sentence? 
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Handout #6: Identification Debate – Pro Identification 
 
Group #3: 
 
Facts: 

• A 14 year old girl and her 24 year old boyfriend were both charged with 3 
counts of first degree murder.  

• The 14 year old girl and her boyfriend are accused of killing the girl’s 
parents and brother.  

• The 14 year old girl had often complained to her boyfriend that she hated 
her parents because they would ground her and take away her 
computer privileges and thus wanted them dead.  

• The boyfriend brutally stabbed his girlfriend’s parents a total of 36 times. 
• The boyfriend then told his girlfriend to stab her brother. 
• The 14 year old responded by saying “I can’t,” and he said, “You have to, 

I did this for you.” 
• The girl then stabbed her brother once in the chest, and then her 

boyfriend slit her brother’s throat.  
• Immediately after the murder, the 14 year old girl packed some clothes, 

stole her mother’s purse, went to the nearby 7-11 to withdraw cash out of 
her mother’s account and then went to her boyfriend’s trailer. 

• The two accused then went to a house party later that night and were 
seen making out.  

• The 14 year old never checked to see if any of her family members were 
alive, nor did she ever call the police.  

• The defence argued that the 14 year old had merely talked about 
killing/hating her parents, however, never meant it. The defence also 
argued that during and after the murder the girl was in a trance and was 
not aware of what was going on. 

• The crown argued that she wanted her parents killed because they did 
not approve of her dating someone 10 years her senior.  

 

Questions for Discussion 
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1. The 14 year old girl and her boyfriend have not yet been found guilty. For 
the following questions please assume that the 14 year old girl and her 
boyfriend have been found guilty. In addition, assume that the 14 year old girl 
has been given a youth sentence.  

a) Do you think that the 14 year old girl will be less likely to re-offend in the 
future if her identity remains a secret?  

b) Is it fair to the general public that the identity of this girl is kept a secret?  

c) Is justice achieved by keeping the identity of the 14 year old girl a secret? 

2. For the following question assume that neither the 14 year old girl nor her 
boyfriend were found guilty. 

a) If a not guilty verdict is received for both the 14 year old and her 
boyfriend, the 14 year old girl’s identity will have always remained 
anonymous, while her boyfriend’s name was published upon being charged 
with the crime. Is that justice? 
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Handout #7: Identification Debate – Anti Identification 
 
Group #4: 
 
Facts: 

• A 14 year old girl and her 24 year old boyfriend were both charged with 3 
counts of first degree murder.  

• The 14 year old girl and her boyfriend are accused of killing the girl’s 
parents and brother.  

• The 14 year old girl had often complained to her boyfriend that she hated 
her parents because they would ground her and take away her 
computer privileges and thus wanted them dead.  

• The boyfriend brutally stabbed his girlfriend’s parents a total of 36 times. 
• The boyfriend then told his girlfriend to stab her brother. 
• The 14 year old responded by saying “I can’t,” and he said, “You have to, 

I did this for you.” 
• The girl then stabbed her brother once in the chest, and then her 

boyfriend slit her brother’s throat.  
• Immediately after the murder, the 14 year old girl packed some clothes, 

stole her mother’s purse, went to the nearby 7-11 to withdraw cash out of 
her mother’s account and then went to her boyfriend’s trailer. 

• The two accused then went to a house party later that night and were 
seen making out.  

• The 14 year old never checked to see if any of her family members were 
alive, nor did she ever call the police.  

• The defence argued that the 14 year old had merely talked about 
killing/hating her parents, however, never meant it. The defence also 
argued that during and after the murder the girl was in a trance and was 
not aware of what was going on. 

• The crown argued that she wanted her parents killed because they did 
not approve of her dating someone 10 years her senior.  
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1. The 14 year old girl and her boyfriend have not yet been found guilty. For 
the following questions please assume that the 14 year old girl and her 
boyfriend have been found guilty. In addition, assume that the 14 year old girl 
has been given a youth sentence.  

a) Do you think that the 14 year old girl will be less likely to re-offend in the 
future if her identity remains a secret?  

b) Is it fair to the general public that the identity of this girl is kept a secret?  

c) Is justice achieved by keeping the identity of the 14 year old girl a secret? 

2. For the following question assume that neither the 14 year old girl nor her 
boyfriend were found guilty. 

a) If a not guilty verdict is received for both the 14 year old and her 
boyfriend, the 14 year old girl’s identity will have always remained 
anonymous, while her boyfriend’s name was published upon being charged 
with the crime. Is that justice? 
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